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I. The General Anthroposophical Society from the perspective  
of the Executive Council

Justus Wittich

What attitude is necessary for the Anthroposophical Society in light of the symptoms 
of the current situation?

The ongoing rampant spread of the Coronavirus and the ac-
companying anxiety-phenomenon of many people shows how 
an otherwise seemingly settled course of the world can be 
disrupted in a few weeks around the whole earth. In spite of 
all our scientific knowledge, orthodox medicine does not yet 
know the answer to this phenomenon. The understanding of 
the whole human being, his connection with the cosmos and 
the interrelationship between the spirit, soul and body has 
been lost.

This is a telling symptom of the world situation - especially 
in the 100th year of anthroposophically inspired medicine - 
and a picture of the challenges our contemporary civilization 
has to deal with in many areas of life. How many beneficial 
points of view and practical experiences from the insights of 
Anthroposophy and its practical application over decades, for 
example in agriculture, education or medicine, could decisively 
contribute to a fruitful dialogue for shaping the future of hu-
manity? It seems that the real trials are yet to come for us.

What attitude should be developed in the Anthroposophical 
Society in light of this background? The Executive Council and 
the Goetheanum Leadership have been intensively working on 
this in their weekly meetings during the last year. This year's 
Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting will also be 
concerned with this question. The motto of the conference 
is taken from one of Rudolf Steiner's letters: “To willingly unite 
with the world in love. How can we bring health to humanity and 
to the earth?” (Letter of 16 November 1924). It is important - in 
our opinion - not to set up separate circles and institutions in 
a closed parallel world in detachment from the “catastroph-
ic conditions of civilization”, but to face the world, its devel-
opment and its challenges in a positive way and despite clear 
insights, uniting with this world in love, making social and all 
other environmental conditions more human. This is a lumi-
nous picture for the future of the Anthroposophical Society, if 
it is increasingly to become an association of people from all 
over the world and across all age groups and fields of exper-
tise, who find ways to actively foster humanity through the 
cultivation of spiritual relationships, and through artistic and 
social activity throughout the world.

New appointments in the different Sections
The development of such connections with regard to people, 
nature, art, and social issues is very concretely tried and test-
ed in each specific Section of the School of Spiritual Science in 
connection with their practical fields of work (see the Section 
Reports in this issue). Last year, Dr Constanza Kaliks, Claus-Peter 
Röh and Prof. Dr Peter Selg were appointed as the new leaders 
of the General Anthroposophical Section, beginning their work 
at Easter 2020. In the Natural Science Section, Dr Johannes 
Wirz and Dr Matthias Rang were appointed from 1 January 2020 
to succeed Johannes Kühl, who led the Section since 1996. Fur-
thermore, alongside her existing leadership of the Section for 
Literary Arts and Humanities, Dr Christiane Haid has taken over 
the leadership of the Section for the Visual Arts together with 
the collegium of Marianne Schubert, who is retiring after seven 
years. Through the activities of the eleven Sections, the Goet-
heanum as the School of Spiritual Science is connected with 
the active members of the School and many of the questions 
in the specific subject areas throughout the world.

What we need to develop in the  
Anthroposophical Society
For the Anthroposophical Society itself, as the foundation and 
nurturer of this School, it is important to contribute to impor-
tant basic principles and to grow into a new role. We as a socie-
ty are seen from the outside as much more influential than the 
Anthroposophical Society actually is. For example, a French in-
vestigative journalist or the scientist who is considered in the 
public eye to be an expert on Anthroposophy has “unmasked” 
Anthroposophy at the top of his voice as a “multinational es-
oteric enterprise”* or "esoteric great power"**, controlled, as 
it were, by a central office that stands behind all the Waldorf 
Schools, the biodynamic farms, the clinics and therapists and 
above all, the alternative banks. The reality of our anthropo-
sophical movement is however quite the opposite - for over 

* „L’anthroposophie, discrète multinationale de l’ésotérisme“ (Anthropsophie – ein 
diskretes multinationales Esoterik-Unternehmen), Jean-Baptiste Malet in: „Le 
monde diplomatique“, Juli 2018.

** Covertext von Helmut Zander, Die Anthroposophie – Rudolf Steiners Ideen zwi-
schen Esoterik, Weleda, Demeter und Waldorfpädagogik, Paderborn 2019.
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100 years, it has consisted of people who are active and take 
initiative, and from the insights gained independently through 
Anthroposophy, have experienced the problems and challeng-
es of the world. This culture-building power of the individual 
needs to become more and more publicly visible and thereby 
these people will quite naturally be connected as representing 
the anthroposophical cause.

This will require a great deal of effort from the anthroposoph-
ical movement, especially the Anthroposophical Society, in the 
coming years: For in contemporary language it must become 
understandable and plausible why and how the biodynamic 
method achieves such results, or why homeopathically po-
tentized medicines produce amazing healing effects, or why 
artistic therapies in particular help the patient. In our enlight-
ened times, we have a legitimate responsibility to make our 
actions understandable and to communicate them, and finally 
to subject them to tests of their effectiveness.

This requires self-training and a willingness to engage in di-
alogue. We have to be able to perceive and analyze problems 
and challenges together with our contemporaries, and then to 
freely contribute and critically reflect on the insights or discov-
eries we have gained through Anthroposophy. This must also 
take place within the Anthroposophical Society: e.g., in coming 
to terms with its controversial constitutional issues or the his-
tory of the anthroposophical movement, for example, during 
the time of National Socialism or internal discord.

This also requires - and this is something that has been worked 
on for decades - the substantial further development of an 
expanded concept of science that does not narrow everything 
down reductively to measurement and statistics. Here, dia-
logue with academic science, which has become quite sensi-
tive and differentiated, is imperative.

Dialogue with academic science
In this regard, we can look back with positive serenity on the 
publishing of a philological and scientific journal of Rudolf 
Steiner's works by the American Professor of German stud-
ies Christian Clement, an independent initiative outside the An-
throposophical Society and movement. The prefaces to the 
seven volumes published to date differ in their understanding 
of Anthroposophy - in some cases outstanding, occasionally 
with gross misinterpretations from an inner-anthroposophical 
point of view. It could be instructive to engage with such inter-
pretations and thereby sharpen one's own understanding of 
Rudolf Steiner's writings. A sweeping condemnation would in 
no way be appropriate.

The announcement of an online scientific journal ‘Stein-
er-Studies’ * in the autumn 2019 following the release of 
‘Steiner-Studies’ at Fromann-Holzboog-Verlag (editors Chris-

*  https://steiner-studies.org/

tian Clement and Hartmut Traub) and in particular, the line-up 
of the journal's advisory board (which will be involved in an 
advisory capacity in the evaluation of contributions to be pub-
lished) has caused outrage among a number of members due 
to the appointment of Helmut Zander on the one hand and the 
involvement of Wolf-Ulrich Klünker and Jost Schieren, professors 
at Alanus University, on the other. Two branches and an online 
list of signatures helped initiate considerable debate.

Discussions between anthroposophical scientists and profes-
sors concerned with these questions at the invitation of the 
School of Spiritual Science in Dornach, and getting to know the 
concerns on the one hand and the motives for participating in 
such an undertaking on the other (see ‘Anthroposophy World-
wide’, no. 2/2020) were important and helpful in this context. 
Within the anthroposophical movement, it is therefore of great 
importance, in the view of the Executive Council and the Goet-
heanum Leadership that we do not allow ourselves to become 
divided in the Anthroposophical Society. First and foremost, 
there should be dialogue, a mutual interest and respect for one 
another's will impulses. Anything else weakens, delighting the 
opposing spirits.

Indirectly, this academic critical edition of the writings was in-
spired by a wonderful ten-year initiative of the Rudolf Steiner 
Archive and the Nachlassverwaltung**. In a detailed plan, the 
publication of all Rudolf Steiner’s lecture transcripts and all 
other written material is to be completed by the 100th an-
niversary of Rudolf Steiner's death in 2025. Now - halfway 
along - numerous editions are already available and, thanks 
to the financial support of foundations and donors, the edito-
rial work is fully on schedule. Interesting public lecture series, 
volumes on threefolding and on the history of the anthropos-
ophical movement and the Johannesbau-Verein hold valuable 
treasures and are just as much a part of the Collected Works, 
as is the edition of letters and notes currently in preparation. 
(***) Unfortunately, the purchasing interest of members of 
the Anthroposophical Society lags astonishingly behind the 
news-worthiness of these volumes. At present the respective 
editions amount to only about 800 copies as a rule.

Public reaction and internal communication
In the monthly meetings of the extended Executive Council - 
together with the General Secretaries René Becker (France), 
Marjatta van Boeschoten (Great Britain) and Michael Schmock 
(Germany) - the increasing public reactions currently (includ-
ing two television reports in France) were repeatedly analysed. 
They are - especially last year with the events of ‘ Waldorf 
100’ - well mixed between appreciative and positive reports 
and harsh criticisms up to and including, especially in France, 
public slander and hate-driven attacks. The latter is due to the 

**  Rudolf Steiner’s Collected Works Estate managers
***  www.rudolf-steiner.com/edition/gesamtausgabe-2025/
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overwhelming success of biodynamic agriculture, the more 
than 1,000 Waldorf schools in the world or, for example, the 
recognition of complementary medicine in Switzerland. Such 
successes and public attention create powerful headwinds to 
such attacks.

Last year, the Goetheanum editorial staff succeeded in pro-
ducing and sending out the monthly newsletter ‘Anthropos-
ophy Worldwide - What's Happening in the Anthroposophical 
Society’ as an electronic newsletter in German, English, French 
and Spanish, in order to reach a considerably larger circle of 
members in various language areas. The success of this mul-
tilingualism is already clearly noticeable, because many more 
members worldwide are coming forward and taking part in 
social events. A next step should be to enable communication 
with and among members electronically, so that there is no 
need to change to other channels. 

The conference of the National Societies (currently covering 36 
countries) has grown in relevance in recent years, because An-

throposophy has long since developed outwards from Central 
Europe and the German-speaking world to the West and East, 
with interest also growing in Africa. A very gratifying collabo-
ration of the international treasurers, who have thus far met in 
London twice, and in Dornach in between, representing a good 
80% of membership and providing a new basis for binding fi-
nancial collaboration in the Anthroposophical Society.

I myself serve as treasurer for the General Anthroposophical 
Society and the School of Spiritual Science. I am also a member 
of the three-member Management Council of the Goethea-
num and represent the Executive Council and the Goetheanum 
Leadership as editor of the weekly magazine ‘Das Goethea-
num’ and the monthly news bulletin and electronic newslet-
ter ‘Anthroposophy Worldwide’. In addition, together with Ueli 
Hurter, I am currently holding the office of Chairperson of the 
Goetheanum Leadership from September 2019 to July 2020.

Executive Council co-workers of the Membership Office (MO) and assistants of the Executive Council (AMC) Christine Derrer (MO, Co-worker Membership Office), 
Justus Wittich · Joan Sleigh, Matthias Girke, Constanza Kaliks (Executive Council), Patricia Sethaler-Spahn (EC Assistant), Angelika Pauletto (MO Co-worker 

Membership Office), Francesca Volpe (EC Assistant), (Esperanza Sanchez (MO Co-worker Membership Office) absent)
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Joan Sleigh

From Individuality to Humanity

The review of last year is simultaneously a review of seven 
years in the Executive at the Goetheanum. During these years 
the view and attitude of the role of the Executive has grown 
far more complex and differentiated. Having stepped into the 
post in 2013, a year in which Sergei Prokofieff resigned from 
the Executive Council due to illness, the same year that Seija 
Zimmermann was reaffirmed for another term of office, Paul 
Mackay, Bodo von Plato, Virginia Sease and Justus Wittich were in 
the prime of activity, it allowed a gentle start.

The focus of my work was on the English study programme as 
well as nurturing connections to the English-speaking part of 
the movement. The situation changed dramatically during the 
course of the years. At this point the tasks and attitudes of the 
Executive at the Goetheanum can be summarized as follows, 
based on Rudolf Steiner’s words: “This attitude to life, formed in 
the way required by the signs of the present times, lies in the will 
to find – through the deepening of the human soul – the path to 
an awakened vision of the spirit and to a life proceeding from the 
spirit.” *

The Executive at the Goetheanum intends:
• to accompany and nurture the develop of a multicultural 

General Anthroposophical Society (GAS) worldwide, as the 
foundation of the School of Spiritual Science based at the 
Goetheanum;

• towards establishing a culture of research and practice of 
general, existential and spiritual questions regarding the 
current world situation;

• towards the deepening of spiritual life and knowledge 
through individual practice, group conversations and global 
initiatives;

• to cultivate the GAS as an organ of perception through 
which to support the challenges and needs of humanity in 
the context of a cosmopolitan world;

• to witness and acknowledge the increasing work of enter-
prises and institutions working with and out of Anthropos-
ophy;

• to create a structural ‘home’ (institution) for the research 
and practice of the School of Spiritual Science;

• to nurture a diverse culture of humanness through an atti-
tude of enquiry into and acknowledgement of the different 
contexts of peoples, places and situations.

I would like to describe the projects I have been involved with 
on three levels, according to my view of the General Anthro- 
posophical Society (GAS):
*  Rudolf Steiner: Letters to the Members, 13 January 1924.

The General Anthroposophical Society (GAS)
The body of the GAS consists of the 36 Country Societies, nu-
merous groups and branches, and many organizations and in-
itiatives that embody the spirit of Anthroposophy. Privileged 
to support and acknowledge the community building aspects, 
encompassing challenges and gifts, by working with the indi-
viduals and organizations, my travels were rich and diverse. Ac-
companying Waldorf Schools in Namibia and Nairobi, Branches 
in the USA and Dornach, Class Holders and members in the UK 
and at the Goetheanum, feed the Institution Goetheanum with 
cultural diversity, asking for openness and common dialogue. 
The health of the GAS depends on internal stability within the 
communities as also on the external involvement within the 
surrounding cultural environment. 

Worldwide Network
The life of the GAS can be experienced as a worldwide network 
of individuals and communities working towards establishing 
an active living Movement. I experience a growing impulse and 
wish to work collaboratively with other country societies as 
well as with the Goetheanum. One example of striving to es-
tablish a living cohesive society is in Japan, where a Coordina-
tion Group of representatives of the 8 Branches have formed 
a circle in which to work together towards the refounding of 
an all-inclusive country society. Another example is in the USA 
and GB where the sections of the School of Spiritual Science 
are actively engaged in the developments of their countries 
while at the same time being interconnected with the work of 
the sections at the Goetheanum. Within the country societies, 
many of which have centres located far from each other, for 
example in Australia, I was invited to take part in the first fes-
tival of all secondary pupils (Classes 10, 11 &12) meeting to 
celebrate 100 years of Waldorf Education. This touching event 
sparked a determination, among students and teachers, to re-
peat such events.

The ‘Social Initiative Forum’ organised two major internation-
al events in 2019. It consists of a multicultural network of or-
ganisations and individuals who want to achieve social healing 
through social and dignified living situations. The forums are 
meeting places where people from different cultures, living 
conditions, generations and social backgrounds can appreci-
ate and learn from each other in open and self-reflective dia-
logues.

The life of the GAS demands movement and constant trans-
formation. In Rudolf Steiner’s Letters to the Members, he says: 
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“Anthroposophy can only thrive as a living thing. Its fundamental 
character is life, life flowing from the spirit. Hence it needs to be fos-
tered by the living soul, in warmth of heart.” * The Goetheanum is 
fed by the life flowing in the hearts of its members worldwide.

Activities undertaken for the School of Spiritual 
Science
The School of Spiritual Science, often referred to as the soul of 
the Society, engenders spirit presence through self-contained 
individuals who take on the task of representing the anthrop-
osophical cause, in response to the signs of the time, through 
the way they live and act. Individuals, bearing witness to 
spiritual substance through inner striving, connect to form the 
School of Spiritual Science which infuses the vocational fields 
with spiritual life while allowing the spirit to flow into matter, 
or in other words, to be found manifest in matter. 

The work of the First Class, whose structures and agreements 
are being questioned and explored in many places, was an in-
tegral part of the work this year, from the Nineteen Lessons in 
London, conversations in Australia and the UK asking for clarity 
in approach, to meeting with Class Members who are search-
ing for new ways of working with the mantric substance. 

This search for a freer approach and accessibility of the Class 
content, held within the right earnestness and commitment, 
has led to the publication of the German originals as part of 
the GA (smaller format than currently available) as well as a 
bilingual German-English edition, both of which are currently 
at the printers. 

*  Rudolf Steiner: Letter to the Members of 27 January 1924.

Another project in this regard is the inner and outer preparation 
of a second ‘Living Connections’ event to be held in April 2021. 
This endeavour brings anthroposophical meditative practice 
into public discourse and aims to highlight its conscious and 
thinking-based approach.

My final view of the General Anthroposophical Society in 
transformation, can be summarized as follows: Evolution on 
planet Earth progresses in and through human beings. Parti-
cles attract, atoms connect and cells unite, while human be-
ings become humanity. This however requires a new way of 
communication, based on tolerance, transparency and inner 
intimacy.** Can the GAS evolve ever more into a global network 
of individuals, each of whom, striving for spirit presence within 
their lives, transcend the individual in the service of humanity, 
the agent of an interconnected universe (evolution).

Joan Sleigh was appointed to the Executive Council arising 
from her work in Cape Town, South Africa in 2013 with the ap-
proval of the members at the General Assembly.

**  Anna Gama: Schön, Wild und Weise, S. 133.
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Constanza Kaliks

A Society for Human Dignity

Humanizing in the various aspects of life, as laid out by an-
throposophical Spiritual Science, is fulfilled in concrete human 
contexts - these want to be observed, respected and recog-
nised as an orientation for action. Rudolf Steiner's impulse to 
think of the other within their own reality can become an in-
creasingly decisive perspective for anthroposophical work in 
the future.*

Especially the 100-year jubilee last year of Rudolf Steiner's 
social and educational impulses point to such experiences, 
achievements and the active and committed work of countless 
people and institutions worldwide. Simultaneously, new ques-
tions, challenges and opportunities for development emerge, 
arising in a challenging way from the encounter with the pres-
ent and the circumstances of a changing society.

"What has Waldorf Education to contribute to young adults who 
have not had an 'ideal' biography?", asked a young doctoral stu-
dent in South America, working on research with adults, who 
for existential reasons worked as refuse sorters and could not 
have a school education in their childhood, and now want to 
make up for it. How many people today live through childhood 
and adolescence, which cannot be described as - in harmony 
with developmental stages, an ideal to be striven for? How do 
we approach the realities in which people live from a humanly 
dignified perspective, and how can spiritual scientific knowl-
edge become effective here?

To recognize the other in their 'otherness' and to experience 
their 'otherness' as a potential for service and a facilitation 
for social reality, presents itself as an ever-renewing and 
open-ended task. And in many anthroposophical institutions 
this orientation lives as the basis for their actions and deci-
sions. Last year, employees of a school of the Associação Co-
munitária Monte Azul, on the outskirts of São Paulo, in a struc-
turally and socially very disadvantaged area, spoke of this in 
an inspiring way. At their conference, which is attended by all 
staff involved in the school, a person is proposed for the job 
when a new member of staff is needed. This person can then 
be trained appropriately for the position. A social environment 
is created in which the reality of the circumstances at the in-
stitution’s location is therefore part of everyone's experience. 
The recognition of the dignity of each one is realized and per-
ceived in their daily interaction with each other, despite im-
mense challenges there. (A separate text will be published on 

* Compare Rudolf Steiner ‘Philosophy of Spiritual Activity’ (GA 4) (Translation William 
Lindeman) “... with understanding a free individuality it is only a matter of purely (without 
mixing in our own conceptual content) taking over into our spirit his concepts, by which he, 
after all, determines himself” and Rudolf Steiner ‘Awakening to Community’ (GA 257) , 
Stuttgart, 27 February 1923), Lecture 6.

these discussions within the research project at the University 
of Coimbra).

Central to the tasks of the Goetheanum Leadership is to ac-
knowledge the work of individuals, groups and institutions 
and to contribute towards making more visible that which is 
inspired by Anthroposophy and lives in the world today, so that 
the significance of the contributions of people worldwide can 
appear and be seen in the overall context. In this sense, many 
encounters have taken place on my journeys for the Anthro-
posophical Society, for the work of the Youth Section and for 
educational work (in connection with the 100-year centenary 
celebrations) in lectures, seminars, meetings and discussions, 
this year in Portugal, Moscow, Georgia, Switzerland, Spain, 
Brazil, Argentina, New Zealand, Germany, Estonia, Austria, It-
aly and Finland.

Last year, among my responsibilities at the Goetheanum were 
as chairperson of the Goetheanum Leadership with Stefan 
Hasler until summer 2019, responsibility for human resources 
under the leadership of Caroline Döhn, membership matters for 
the School of Spiritual Science, in collaboration with Joan Sleigh, 
Claus-Peter Röh and Karin Eckstein, the continued development of 
further education programmes together with colleagues from 
various sections (see report by Jean-Michel Florin) and responsi-
bility for the area Study and Professional Development together 
with Edda Nehmiz, Virginia Sease, Joan Sleigh and Robin Schmidt.

In 2019/2020, 27 people from 16 countries are taking part in 
the three-semester full-time course ‘Anthroposophical Stud-
ies’. Many young people from very different linguistic and 
cultural backgrounds come to the Goetheanum each year to 
study Anthroposophy. For the first time - on the initiative of 
Edda Nehmiz together with a group of former students - a 
well-attended and highly valued alumni meeting took place, 
at which former students from previous academic years could 
exchange with each other. Their appreciation of the different 
teacher and student constellations during their Goetheanum 
experience was immense.

Much has happened in the Youth Section (see report): in the 
student conference on the topic of ‘Courage’, in the School of 
Spiritual Science meetings for young members, in the Initia-
tive Meeting of the Youth Section groups worldwide and in 
the research project ‘Re-search’, the active participation and 
creative power of the young generation was present, which 
this year has become highly visible worldwide. Young people 
are committed to issues that affect everyone today - there is 
a sense of urgency in their voices - and they are being heard 
around the world as they have not been for a long time.
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Such questions of humanization, it seems, are being asked by 
more and more people. They were also explicitly formulated in 
a manifesto for a human society in a public conference in Milan 
last October, organized by the Anthroposophical Society and 
Steiner schools in Italy: ‘The Milan Manifesto for Human Digni-
ty’ *. This is an ongoing task for the Anthroposophical Society.

*  The Milan Manifesto for Human Dignity -https://manifesto.dignitauomo.it/Milan-
Manifesto2019.pdf 

Constanza Kaliks has been Leader of the Youth Section since 
2012 and at the Annual General Meeting 2015 was appointed 
to the Executive Council by approval of the members.

Matthias Girke

Important themes of last year

One of the main tasks of the Executive Council is initiative in 
work in which Anthroposophy lives and is realised. When in 
the world of perception an idea appears, an esoteric, oriented 
towards a reality of spirit-beingness arises. Accordingly, the 
daily work of the Executive becomes esoteric when the spir-
it lives within it and connects to other people in this striving. 
Through common goals and the feelings of connection, trust in 
the effectiveness of Anthroposophy in coordinated action can 
develop. These thoughts guide collaboration in our work on the 
Executive Council for the Anthroposophical Society and have 
been the basis for the work of the Executive Council in various 
ways over the past year.

An important field of work for the Executive Council is the cul-
tivation of Anthroposophy in collaboration with the members 
of the Anthroposophical Society. Rudolf Steiner refers to this 
function of the Executive as working with connections, with 
members wanting to be active. In this respect, my field of 
work in the past year has included fostering and supporting 
the development of professional working communities within 
the Anthroposophical Society. For the ‘core’ of the General An-
throposophical Society to remain alive and develop, this form 
of work is needed, which arises above all from the Sections 
and leads to working relationships within the Society. These 
connect to the current life of civil society and the various insti-
tutions. In this way a lively relationship is created between the 
School of Spiritual Science with its Sections and the Anthro-
posophical Society, that is, the ‘soul’ of the Anthroposophical 
Society with its ‘body’. Through this interest of the Sections 
in the Anthroposophical Society, which is implemented, for 
example, through the establishment of specialist groups, the 
School of Spiritual Science enlivens the Society and thus builds 
on its social body.

Thus, further professional/specialist working groups have 
recently been formed and the existing ones have been fur-
ther developed. In the Medical Section, these are the working 
groups within the Anthroposophical Society for Oncology, Pal-
liative Medicine and the Working Group of Anthroposophical 
Naturopaths. But a general anthroposophical working com-
munity with a specialist field of activity** has also been estab-
lished within the Anthroposophical Society and has carried out 
intensive public relations work on central anthroposophical 
themes. The concept of specialist working groups goes back to 
the Christmas Conference and has been tried repeatedly over 
the past almost 100 years. The energetic working group on the 
culture of dying was formed many years ago as a branch of the 
Swiss Anthroposophical Society. Perhaps in the next hundred 
years the General Anthroposophical Society and its School 
of Spiritual Science will succeed in establishing these unique 
forms of work from the Sections. It may also be possible for 
existing specialist groups to become involved in the work of the 
Anthroposophical Society. They then belong to a larger whole 
and contribute to the cultural impulse of Anthroposophy.

Sometimes people ask what the advantage is of a specialist 
group deciding to become a group in a specialist field within the 
Anthroposophical Society. Of course, some 'advantages' can 
be mentioned here. But essentially it is a matter of wanting to 
promote the cultural task of the Anthroposophical Society and 
strengthen its effectiveness. Here we have the opportunity 
to contribute to the overall forming of our society through our 
specialist work, and thus to open up further living resources 
for the Anthroposophical Society. If it became more and more 
known as a Society in which Anthroposophy is developed in 
the various branches, but in which pressing contemporary is-

**  www.vielfalt-mensch.de/mit-mensch-werden/
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sues in various fields of work also have their place, then its 
participation in contemporary social and scientific life can be 
strengthened and people with corresponding interests and 
fields of work can become aware of it. In this respect, it is of 
great concern to us and to me to strengthen this quality in the 
society and thus make it visible and effective in social, scien-
tific and cultural life.

Another focus of work is in the area of communication. In 
collaboration with the project group on communication and 
the editorial staff of ‘Anthroposophy Worldwide’ a newsletter 
was produced, which is now sent to almost 30,000 members 
and in four languages every month. It is jointly composed of 
various categories and aims to report on the life of the School 
of Spiritual Science and its Sections, the worldwide Anthro-
posophical Society and life at the Goetheanum. Each issue 
is introduced with a text by Rudolf Steiner and an article on 
the content. We are extremely grateful to the editors for this 
enormous achievement in regularly publishing this newslet-
ter. It thrives on communications from the rich life of the An-
throposophical Society and the initiatives inspired by Anthro-
posophy. In this regard, we and the editors are very happy 
to receive reports from the daily work of projects and new 
developments. They are not only informative in character, but 
can also serve to awaken impulses and new ideas in some 
readers, potentially leading to further projects and initiatives.

Another field of activity is the participation in the project train-
ing. This year, a ‘Teach the Teacher’ project will begin. Experi-
enced lecturers and teachers will exchange views on how cen-
tral themes of Anthroposophy can be incorporated into training 
courses and developed didactically. From the various fields of 
training, it is clear that in addition to anthroposophical spe-
cialist content, there is a great need to present central themes 
of Anthroposophy on human and world development, Chris-
tology, reincarnation and karma. Through this programme, we 
would like to try to meet this need.

An important further field of work of the Executive Council and 
the Sections is the handling of opposing views of Anthroposo-
phy and their sometimes partly organized activities. These are 
mostly involving recurring themes, which are presented with 
familiar arguments, but which are increasingly threatening to 
free spiritual life. It often makes no sense to deal with the con-
tent of these misrepresentations. It makes much more sense 
to make Anthroposophy and its fields of endeavour more vis-
ible, which is helpful and has a positive effect on civilisation. It 
is a question of approaches and projects which relate to ade-
quate and international public relations work.

My work on the Executive Cuncil is closely connected with the 
work of the Section. Meetings, conferences and lectures are 
also used, as far as possible, for events in the Anthroposophi-
cal Society and the School of Spiritual Science. Thus, I am very 
grateful for the work in Argentina, Chile, Belgium and Israel.

This year again, I look back with gratitude on the joint work 
of the Executive Council and the Goetheanum Leadership and 
hope that in the new year of work we will also be able to mas-
ter the many challenges that arise in many areas. Fruitful work 
needs the cooperation of individuals. This applies not only to 
the work of the Executive Council and the Goetheanum Lead-
ership, but also to the many working contacts with people in 
numerous countries who are working with all their energy for 
Anthroposophy, anthroposophical medicine and, of course, the 
other fields of work of the anthroposophical cultural impulse. 
To all of them I extend my heartfelt thanks!

Matthias Girke was appointed together with Georg Soldner to 
lead the Medical Section in September 2016 and to the Exec-
utive Council with the approval of the Annual General Meeting 
in 2017.
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II. Goetheanum - School of Spiritual Science  
with their fields of work (sections)

The School of Spiritual Science with its eleven Sections forms 
the centre of the Anthroposophical Society. It connects peo-
ple for whom the question of knowledge is at the same time 
the fundamental question of life - and vice versa. The start-
ing point of anthroposophical-oriented Spiritual Science is al-
ways the acknowledgement and mastery of logical-intellec-
tual thinking; it is strengthened through consistent practice 
of observation and reflection and deepened through medi-
tation. The voice of conscience responds to thinking - and 
when taken seriously, it can lead to a new direction: think-
ing differently and acting differently. Members of the School 
of Spiritual Science work on a meditative path of cognition 
that aims to develop man into his true being and connect him 
with the spiritual being of the world. The work in the First 

Class of the School of Spiritual Science, the Michael School, 
founded by Rudolf Steiner, enlivens, inspires and strength-
ens the sections and they can then bear fruit in their working 
contexts worldwide. A member can freely decide to become 
a member of the First Class on the basis of the individual’s 
preparedness to go beyond simply cultivating and taking up 
Anthroposophy, to becoming a responsible representative of 
Anthroposophy and entering into a mutually free contractual 
relationship with the School of Spiritual Science. The com-
mon spiritual source of Anthroposophy is deepened through 
this work in the various faculties/sections and areas of life. 
Perception and motivation, exchange and communication are 
essential for research in the spiritual life of Anthroposophy 
and its specialised fields.



12

The Work of Being Human

General Anthroposophical Section

A Year of transformation 
In the past year of work the General Anthroposophical Section 
held its breath, as it were, as it waited for the appointment of 
its new governing body. A nominations group, consisting of one 
representative each of the Executive Council, the Goetheanum 
Leadership and the circle of country representatives (Justus 
Wittich, Florian Osswald, René Becker), held discussions with a 
number of Class Members whose life's work and research is 
primarily connected with Anthroposophy in the context of the 
universal human being. In March 2019 members of the Sec-
tion were subsequently invited to participate in an open day 
meeting, in order to discuss the aims, attitudes and research 
content of the Section with interested Class members. It was 
a very joyful moment when in June 2019 Constanza Kaliks, 
Claus-Peter Röh and Peter Selg were appointed and confirmed 
as new Section Leaders by the Goetheanum Leadership! Their 

plans and working methods will be presented at the Annual 
General Meeting 2020.

With this calling the General Anthroposophical Section more 
clearly occupies a place in the circle of Sections. Although its 
area of expertise includes spiritual scientific research and life 
in the context of the universal human being, and thus forms a 
foundation of the School of Spiritual Science across the Sec-
tions, it is no longer represented solely by the Executive Coun-
cil of the General Anthroposophical Society. This concept has 
been repeatedly depicted in the newly created organization 
chart (organogram) of the School. Consequently, the matters 
of the First Class of the School of Spiritual Science are seen as 
the responsibility of the whole Goetheanum Leadership, and 
from there, a body of three colleagues cares for them (Constan-
za Kaliks, Claus-Peter Röh and Joan Sleigh).

Claus-Peter Röh, Joan Sleigh, Constanza Kaliks
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During this process of renewal, the activities of the Gener-
al Anthroposophical Section continued as usual, and a whole 
series of conferences were co-organised and managed by the 
Section:

In the summer the performance of the four Mystery Dramas 
impressed a large number of spectators. The theme of the cy-
cle was: ‘Spirituality - Fear and Health’. This enabled the au-
dience to experience the content of the dramas as a relevant 
expression of their own soul world.

Last year's Michael Festival at the Goetheanum was a rich ex-
perience of esoteric content, exchange of experiences, work-
ing groups and artistic performances, created by co-workers 
and artists in the vicinity of the Goetheanum.

In November, the 7th conference on the Culture of the Thresh-
old, ‘Soul Courage and Self-Transformation at the Threshold’, 
attempted through various contributions to shed light on 
the often dramatic processes taking place at both phases of 
transformation.

Finally, the Christmas Conference 2019 dealt with the ‘Spiritual 
Forces of the Starry World in Human Life and Community 
Building'. Here too, substantial, inter-sectional themes were 
explored and participants presented their own research.

The area of 'Study and Further Education' in Anthroposo-
phy links the Section at the Goetheanum to the questions 
of a contemporary style for adult education with respect to 
self-knowledge, especially among young people. In addition 
to courses in eurythmy and art, the field of further education 
includes weekend courses spread throughout the year and, 
most importantly, a one-year international full-time study 
of Anthroposophy. The latter multilingual programme offers 
students the opportunity to gain self and world knowledge 
through Anthroposophy, in exchange and dialogue with one 
another and at the Goetheanum - a unique feature of the pro-
gramme. All these activities belong to the area of the General 
Anthroposophical Section.

Within the weekly meetings of the Goetheanum Leadership, 
in the spirit of the Section, an in-depth study of the so-called 
'Michael Letters' (within the ‘The Leading Thoughts’) by Rudolf 
Steiner was cultivated as an integral part of the sessions: ‘The 
Michaelic attitude - the human being as perceiver and shaper 
of the times with its current challenges, in the face of climate 
change, social upheavals, digitalization and transhumanism’. 
In the Executive Council meeting we decided to use the 'Let-
ters to the Members' to develop the attitude necessary today 
in a world society and in the corresponding tasks of the Exec-
utive Council.

The General Anthroposophical Section continues to enable 
various international initiatives to be visible and supported 
through being based at the Goetheanum. These include the 
‘Goetheanum Meditation Worldwide Initiative’, a network of 
people who, through courses and continuing education, are 
dedicated to deepening the practice of anthroposophically ori-
ented meditation. A second public conference: ‘Living Connec-
tions II’ is being prepared for 2021. Furthermore, the Interna-
tional Training of Biography Practitioners is supported. Some 
independent member initiatives, such as three public evenings 
on the artistic exploration and experience of Rudolf Steiner's 
verses on the Soul Calendar, as well as continuous support and 
cultivation of branch and group work in the form of retreats 
and festive events, are part of the life and research work of 
the Section.

Until Easter 2020, the Section will continue its tasks as de-
scribed here. After that, the new governing body will take 
them up and jointly shape the further direction and areas of 
focus. We are very much looking forward to new impulses and 
research of Rudolf Steiner's work and to the worldwide net-
working of this Section, as part of the basis of an anthropos-
ophical study of the human being and the world. 

Joan Sleigh, Provisional Leader
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Youth Section – Section for the 
Spiritual Striving of the Youth

Real courage! 
“Courage! We learn it fast or not at all. Real courage! Courage to say 
to ourselves: the life of the world must be constructed anew from 
its foundations.” (Rudolf Steiner 1924, Arnhem) 

In 2019, the Youth Section's motto was Courage - throughout 
its many events and projects.

"The future is the present of the youth." "Our task is to act." "We will 
create a culture of listening and silence." "We will have the courage 
to take our individual and collective responsibility.""We will be more 
vigilant."

These statements of young people were collected at the Meet-
ing of the Youth Sections Worldwide (‘Building Bridges Beyond 
Borders’) in June 2019 at the Goetheanum.

A brief review of 2019
A research project was implemented with publications and 
presentations at various events and places; then there was 
the conference on ‘Art and Spirit’ in February, the international 
student conference on ‘Courage’ and the meeting of the Youth 
Section worldwide in April, and in the summer, the Mystery 
Dramas were worked on in collaboration with the Medical and 
General Anthroposophical Sections.

In addition, local events and working groups were organized 
and the Youth Section House was open for workshops, travel 
groups that met students and individuals. The lively and varied 
life in the house enabled many encounters and initiatives. In 
total, more than 1,000 young people from 35 countries and all 
continents were welcomed there. During all these activities, an 
attempt was made to ‘compensate’ and consider the impact 
of the work on the ecosystems and to work on the urgent and 
current issues of the present time.

Main areas of work in 2019

International meeting of the Youth Section worldwide

The Youth Section movement plays a very important role: on 
the one hand, it makes it possible to intensify the relationship 
between the groups of the Youth Section worldwide and the 
Goetheanum and to raise awareness of the work as a world-
wide and cosmopolitan movement, and on the other hand, 
it enables the development of autonomous new forms and 
themes for the work in the regions. The relationships resulting 
from the encounters lead to the development of work within a 
global context.

In June 2019, groups of young people from 19 countries met 
for three days in order to inspire each other through projects 
and initiatives and to create a space in which new projects can 
emerge. This meeting was fully funded by Movetia Switzer-
land (an Erasmus+ Programme).*

International student conference ‘Courage’

‘Courage’ was the theme and title of the international pupils' 
conference at the Goetheanum in April 2019. 650 pupils from 
more than 30 countries exchanged their visions of the future 
and thoughts on the theme of courage in various contexts, in-
cluding a public event on the Münsterplatz in Basel, in front of 
the 1,000-year-old cathedral, in the year of the 100th anni-
versary of the founding of the first Waldorf School.

The conference was conceived, organized and carried out in 
collaboration with the board of the Waldorf Students Repre-
sentative Council from Germany (Waldorf-Schülervertretung), 
and led by Ronja Eis and Till Höffner. A detailed report can be 
found here: Waldorf School Pupils’ conference.**

* www.youthsection.org/youth-section-worldwide-building-bridges-beyond-borders/
** https://21.isc.international/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/tlb.Booklet_Aug21_6-

05PM_4web_compressed.pdf.

International Student Conference 2019 cultural march in Basel
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First Class Meetings

In spring, the second of seven planned meetings for young 
Class members took place, this time in Oriago, Italy. 30 young 
people from different countries worked with the contents of 
the 4th, 5th and 6th Class Lessons of the First Class of the 
School of Spiritual Science.

February Days

The theme of February Days 2019 was 'Art and Spirit: the 
role of the arts today'. The questions about art as a bridge on 
the path of knowledge between science and spirituality were 
discussed with artists and experts from different disciplines, 
different generations and cultural backgrounds. Why does the 
artist seek knowledge of reality through the observation of 
nature and its revelation of the supersensible? What is the 
significance of art on a spiritual path like Anthroposophy? 
What is the role of art in our contemporary societies that are 
seeking new paths to the spirit? After intensive collaboration, 
the conference was concluded with a powerful thought: In the 
quest for the spirit is there something that ultimately draws 
us to art?*

Research project ‘(Re)-Search’ - ‘The Spiritual Striving of 
Youth: Shaping our Reality’ (2019)

A First Report** of the research appeared in February 2019; 
since 2017 the team has been working on a youth-led social 
study to identify aspects of how the spiritual aspirations of 
young adults (18 to 35 years old and from 23 countries) are 
taking shape today. The study focuses on the broad question: 
‘What would the world look like in 2030 if what lives in you 
has become reality and what are you going to do now to make 
this happen?’ The question also applies to a number of current 
movements and initiatives, such as the United Nations' sus-
tainability goals for 2030, the World Economic Forum's fore-
casts for 2030 and the ‘Shaping the Future of Youth’ initiatives. 

Addressing this question creates fertile ground for an in-depth 
social study and enables people to question their own rela-
tionship to and influence on current global affairs. At present, 
there is a tendency to speak about the future of humanity 
from the perspective of new technologies, as if human life in 
the future were to be determined only through developments 
in this field in the coming years. It is as if the shaping of the 
future already belongs to the machine and no longer to human 
will. This research is based on the assumption that it is possi-
ble to create out of the conscious human will, and that this is of 
urgent concern to today's youth.

The study, led by young people, began as a project that from 
the perspective of the Section, wishes to contribute to youth 

* https://goetheanum.activehosted.com/social/0353ab4cbed5beae847a7ff6e220b5cf.442
** (Re) Search - Initial Findings and Observations www.youthsection.org/wp-content/

uploads/2019/04/RESEARCH-WEB-FINAL-1.pdf 

discourse. In the course of the work, an unforeseen develop-
ment has taken place with lively and intensive exchange, with 
collaboration through workshops, lectures, presentations and 
discussions, with groups and people from different places in 
the world, such as Brazil, Taiwan, Chile, Argentina and the USA. 
“Through this we began to understand that our research was not 
only about finding answers and shaping ideas, but also about en-
gaging in a lively process of unfolding and learning in the relation-
ship through reflection on one's own inner life and experiences in 
the world,” the staff members wrote. A colloquium was held 
in December to continue and deepen the questions asked***. 
Further steps in the research and related events can be found 
on the Youth Section’s website.

Connection to diverse youth movements

The participation in meetings and workshops with young 
people, organized by Movetia (‘Agency for Youth Mobility’ in 
Switzerland) and the Swiss Mercator Foundation, enabled very 
fruitful encounters. Partnerships with other movements and 
initiatives are being developed further, broadening the oppor-
tunities for exchanges on issues, projects and forms of work 
by and for young people.

A brief look ahead
• Contributions in the form of lectures, discussions, pres-

entations, colloquia and working groups within the research 
project (by Ioana Viscrianu, Andrea de la Cruz and Constanza 
Kaliks) as well as on the topic ‘environment/climate’, by Jo-
hannes Kronenberg. In different places and countries the-
matic contributions to the work in the Youth Section are 
planned. In addition, participation and support in various 
initiatives and events is requested.

• The conference ‘Bound to Earth - Committed to the Earth: 
Freedom, Responsibility and Destiny in Times of the Climate 
Crisis’ took place.

• Youth conference in Georgia in July 2020: ‘You and I in our 
age – what can we transform together?’ The impulse to or-
ganize an international youth conference in Georgia arose in 
the summer of 2018, when members of the Georgian Youth 
Section took part in the 'Becoming Human' conference at 
the Goetheanum with their performance of Goethe's Faust. 
The event is being organized by an international group of 
people from Russia, Latvia, Romania and Georgia and the 
Youth Section at the Goetheanum.

• Pupils' Conference 2021: Preparations for the forthcom-
ing Pupils' Conference began in January 2020 at a planning 
meeting with members of the Waldorf Students Repre-
sentative Council (Waldorf Schüler-Vertreter). From Octo-
ber 2020, Tim Bauer (20, Germany) and Vincent Eichholz (18, 
Germany), former members of the Board of Waldorf-SV, will 

*** (Re)Search Colloquium 2019 Reflections - www.youthsection.org/research-colloqui-
um-2019-reflections/
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be part of the team at the Goetheanum responsible for the 
Pupils' Conference 2021.

• Summer Academy 2021: The growing interest in the research 
project and its methods led to the decision to design a Sum-
mer Academy for 2021 where methods for initiating trans-
formative social processes can be learned and practised.

Team
Until the summer, when they moved to the UK to study, Ronja 
Eis and Till Höffner were part of the team. We are very grateful to 
them for their wonderful and initiative work! Ioana Viscrianu (31, 
Romania), Andrea de la Cruz (30, Spain), Rocio Ferrera (24, Argen-
tina), Johannes Kronenberg (28, Netherlands) and Constanza Kaliks 
currently form the team in which the different tasks are divided 
according to their main focus. The team as a whole meets once 
a week, or several times if necessary. The basis for the cooper-
ation is also the study - in 2019, in preparation for the Pupils’ 
Conference, Martin Buber's ‘I and You’ was studied and then, in 
connection with the research work, Rudolf Steiner's 'The Theo-
ry of Knowledge Implicit in Goethe's World Conception'.

Finances and Thanks
Expenses were CHF 406,634.21 in 2019. Besides the amount 
of CHF 124,188,47 that the School for Spiritual Science made 
available to the Section, CHF 282,445.74 was financed by foun-
dations, free donations and contributions from participants at 
events. A milestone was the support received for the first time 
from Movetia (part of the EU youth mobility programme) and 
the Mercator Foundation, in addition to financial support from 
the Anthroposophical Society in Germany, the Bund der Freien 
Waldorfschulen (Federation of Independent Waldorf Schools, 
Germany), the Cloverleaf Foundation, the Förderstiftung An-
throposophie (Foundation for the Promotion of Anthropos-
ophy), GLS Treuhand, Iona Stichting, the Mahle Foundation, 
the Software AG Foundation, the Edith Maryon Foundation, 
Stiftung Evidenz and the Waldorf Foundation.

To all those who support our work, who participate in it or who 
are interested in it, we would like to express our sincere grat-
itude - without this support the work would not be possible! 
And a special thanks to the members of the Anthroposophical 
Society and their free support, which always accompanies us!

Andrea de la Cruz, Ioana Viscrianu, Johannes  
Kronenberg, Rocio Ferrera and Constanza Kaliks

Links to Publications of 2019

The International Pupils’ Conference - ‘Courage!’
http://www.mynewsdesk.com/de/goetheanum/
pressreleases/mut-sich-und-die-gesellschaft-zu-veraendern-

schuelertagung-courage-zum-ueberwinden-der-angst-vor-dem-
fremden-2836593
https://goetheanum.co/en/news/handeln-aus-dem-herzen
https://21.isc.international/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/tlb.
Booklet_Aug21_6-05PM_4web_compressed.pdf
https://www.youthsection.org/a-journey-to-yourself-and-to-the-
world/
https://www.youthsection.org/individuality-and-activism-a-
public-expression-of-courage/
https://www.youthsection.org/courage-international-students-
conference-report-by-constanza-kaliks/
https://www.youthsection.org/future-visions-of-the-youth/
https://www.youthsection.org/practicing-courage-in-the-search-
for-a-new-world-international-student-conference-2019/
https://www.youthsection.org/courage-as-a-path-to-the-
realisation-of-the-good/

Meeting of the Youth Sections Worldwide - ‘Building 
Bridges Beyond Borders’:

https://www.youthsection.org/youth-section-worldwide-building-
bridges-beyond-borders/

Research
https://www.youthsection.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/
RESEARCH-WEB-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.youthsection.org/the-challenge-of-the-otherness-
the-end-of-the-split-or-the-continuation-of-the-wound-latest-
reflections-on-the-ongoing-youth-section-research/
https://dasgoetheanum.com/schwerpunkte/2019/12/6/wie-wir-
werden-wollen
https://www.youthsection.org/research-colloquium-2019-
reflections/
https://www.erziehungskunst.de/en/article/whither-waldorf/
research-project-the-world-in-2030/
https://goetheanum.co/en/news/immer-in-entwicklung
https://podcasts.apple.com/de/podcast/the-world-in-2030-with-
andrea-de-la-cruz/id1375780280?i=1000437660676

Various Themes
https://www.youthsection.org/to-be-young-in-the-storms-of-the-
21st-century/
https://basellive.ch/kalender/diskussion-das-klima-braucht-jetzt- 
unseren-wandel/13084

Youth Section Newsletters
https://goetheanum.activehosted.com/archive/46
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BECOMING HUMAN in Healing

Medical Section

Looking back at the year 2019, we are filled with gratitude for 
our ever-increasing global collaboration, and for the way that it 
had been initiated by Michaela Glöckler. We also remember Georg 
Glöckler, who gave mathematical-astronomical seminars for the 
medical movement worldwide, remembering his professional 
competence, his unique humour and his teaching gifts.

A sense of growing seriousness lay over the year 2019, with the 
comprehensive global ecological crisis, poverty, war and dis-
placement – and also with growing criticism of homeopathy and 
increasingly of anthroposophical medicine, which contributed 
significantly to the closure of the clinic in Järna (Sweden), an an-
throposophical hospital with a worldwide reputation. Intensive 
efforts by IVAA * and the Medical Section could not prevent this 
from happening but did contribute to a hopeful new beginning in 
the Swedish anthroposophic-medical movement. 

Friends of the anthroposophic-medical movement are under 
severe pressure in Scandinavia, England, Spain and France, the 
availability of anthroposophic medications is becoming more 
problematic in Italy, and anthroposophic medicine is increasingly 
under attack from ‘sceptics’ in Germany too. It is obvious that we 
must become much more active in the field of public relations. 
*  IVAA - Internationale Vereinigung Anthroposophischer Ärztegesellschaften.

In the Medical Section itself, a change took place in 2019: Heike 
Sommer, who has been working in this field since 2006 and was 
the first to establish the presence of the anthroposophical med-
ical movement in social media, left us in spring and we warmly 
welcome Ariane Totzke who has joined our team. Hana Adamcova 
made a good start as the new IKAM** Coordinator for Therapeu-
tic Eurythmy. 

The growing demand for freedom and self-responsibility, which 
is also being sought by many patients in the health care system, 
is currently confronted with paternalistic authoritarian policies 
in many countries worldwide. This is also true of the rapidly 
spreading trend towards government compulsory vaccination 
policies – a field of medicine in which research is almost exclu-
sively industry dependent and which is generating particularly 
high growths in sales. A major effort with the IVAA was made 
last year to formulate a balanced response to this, one which 
does not deny the global merits of protective vaccinations and 
yet at the same time defends freedom of thought and choice for 
those affected and for doctors.

Looking at the Medical Section, all activities are currently focused 
on preparing for the 100th anniversary of Anthroposophic Medi-
**  IKAM - Internationale Koordination Anthroposophische Medizin.

Research Meeting of the Medical Section  

(6 - 8 March 2020) Dr René Ebersbach
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cine 2020, and we look forward to the research conference from 
6 to 8 March 2020 on the founding of Anthroposophic Medicine 
as part of the first doctors' course (Bn 312, GA 312). This was 
accompanied by meticulous editorial preparation of the lecture 
cycle ‘Spiritual Science and Medicine’, the basis of anthropo- 
sophic medicine, in the form of a new edition now published, and 
the series of commentary volumes, beginning in 2020, edited by 
Peter Selg and Peter Heusser. The new beginning of the English 
training in Anthroposophic Medicine in 2020, with Michael Ev-
ans, James Dyson, Anna Hubbard, David Martin and Matthias Girke, 
is a gratifying development*. A conference on oncology from 8 
to 10 May 2020, which is being prepared by Care Groups 4 and 
5 (Oncology and Palliative Medicine) was planned but has now 
been cancelled. An international medical-pedagogical congress, 
‘The Dignity of the Child’, from 10 to 13 June 2020, which is be-
ing prepared jointly within the Care 1 working group (pregnancy, 
birth and early childhood) together with the Pedagogical Section 
will take place https://medsektion-goetheanum.org/fileadmin/user_ 
upload/Programme_Oncology_2020.pdf. This will be followed in 
the summer by the Faust conference from 10 to 12 July 2020 
and finally, as the crowning glory, the world conference ‘Crossing 
Bridges – Being Human: 100 Years of Anthroposophic Medicine’ 
from 12 to 20 September, at which we intend to celebrate the 
birthday of anthroposophic medicine and dedicate a ceremony to 
it. In this context we would like to express our gratitude to the 
young preparation team that has been preparing this world con-
ference since 2017. We expressly invite everyone from near and 
far to this unique conference. All programmes can be view here 
https://medsektion-goetheanum.org/en/events-and-conferences/.

Looking back on the year 2019 in brief, we were very pleased 
with the successful annual conference in terms of content and 
atmosphere, with more than 700 participants. The same applies 
to the ongoing development of the International Postgraduate 
Medical Training (IPMT). This is sometimes combined with public 
seminars, such as in Colombia, or sister offshoots, as in the USA, 
India and Thailand with specific courses on anthroposophic mis-
tletoe therapy. A highlight was the final IPMT with almost 300 
participants from four countries in the Czech Republic. Finally, 
there are follow-up and complementary programmes, for exam-
ple in a theme-oriented, five-day medical conference, as in New 
Zealand and one soon to be held in the Czech Republic.

Linked to this is a growing initiative for worldwide training in an-
throposophic pharmacy, which will begin in 2020/2021 with 3 
training courses in Colombia, Eastern Europe (Krakow/Moscow) 
and Asia (Bangkok), with the participation of A. Schmidli, M. Men-
net-von Eiff and A. Greco.

The work of the CARE working groups, founded in 2017, is devel-
oping fruitfully. Their overall understandable, online contributions 
in German and English on the Anthromedics platform have al-
ready reached a volume of almost 600 pages www.anthromedics. 

* https://medsektion-goetheanum.org/en/training/medicine/great-britain/

org/ueber_uns?_locale=en. Special thanks are especially extend-
ed to Dagmar Brauer.

The expansion of the Vademecum ‘External Applications in An-
throposophic Nursing’ www.pflege-vademecum.de/projekt.php, 
available online in five languages, is remarkable. As with An-
thromedics, Carol Brousseau was responsible for the translation 
into English, and by the end of the year she had also completed 
the translation of the ‘Extensive Handbook for Anthroposophic 
Nursing’, which will be published in 2020.

The English edition of the Vademecum on Mistletoe Therapy was 
published in 2019. The website on mistletoe therapy (in German 
www.mistel-therapie.de) was completely renewed in 2019 and 
will also be available in English at the end of March 2020. **

Extensive, cross-sectional work in the field of therapeutic eu-
rythmy will lead to the first basic therapeutic eurythmy training 
under the leadership of Kaspar and Annette Zett, which will begin 
in Dornach in October 2020, a joint pilot project of the Medical 
Section together and the Performing Arts Section. The recogni-
tion of Spatial Dynamics - www.spacialdynamics.com as a method 
of anthroposophic body therapy is also gratifying.

The conference on ‘Goethean Science in Medicine’ in March 2019 
was organized jointly with the Natural Science Section, had a 
good 150 participants. Worth mentioning is also the increasing 
appreciation of the 'Training for Trainers', which was offered to 
a related daughter initiative in South America and taking place / 
took place for the first time in Buenos Aires from 27 February to 
1 March 2020.
• Our work as Section leaders took us to China, the Philippines, 

New Zealand, Thailand, India, Israel, Argentina, Chile, Colom-
bia, the USA, England, Belgium, Spain, France, Austria, Hun-
gary, Romania, Russia and of course Germany and Switzer-
land, among others in 2019. Again and again we noticed that 
we receive extremely valuable suggestions from all countries 
and that international exchange is becoming increasingly 
important. As of 1 January 2020, Rolf Heine will be working 
more intensively for the Medical Section and IKAM in a half-
time position, for which we are very grateful. His core tasks 
include the development of the IKAM work, together with 
Mathias Hofmann, who heads the IKAM Office, as well as the 
worldwide presence in IKAM coordination and for care in the 
interdisciplinary CARE working groups. We are also pleased 
that Johannes Weinzierl will continue to be associated with the 
work of the Section. He has played a major role in the prepa-
ration of the Research and World Conference 2020 and has 
launched a medical training initiative in collaboration with the 
curative education and social therapy fields of life.

The Section would like to express its heartfelt thanks to all those 
who through their donations have made possible - and contin-
ue to make possible - the activities of the Section in 2019 and 

** https://anthroposophicmedicine.org/Mistletoe-Vademecum-Order-Form
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the preparation of the activities planned in 2020! Without this 
worldwide support, this service of the Section team on Anthro-
posophic Medicine would not be possible. We thank the General 
Anthroposophical Society for its comprehensive support of the 
Section's activities at the Goetheanum, which goes far beyond 
the financial support of the Section’s budget. We would like to 
point out to all readers of this annual report that the activities of 
the School of Spiritual Science and thereby of the Medical Sec-
tion would not be possible without this solid support from the 
Anthroposophical Society.

We would also like to thank those who, through their criticism, 
point out to us what we can do better and expressly encourage 
us to give honest and open feedback! The collaboration within the 
Goetheanum Leadership and on the part of Matthias Girke in the 
Executive Council of the General Anthroposophical Society is very 
lively, trusting and satisfying. Here it is worth mentioning the col-
laboration with country representatives and thus the national so-
cieties of the Anthroposophical Society worldwide, an important 
international dimension, as well as for the Medical Section.

The World Goetheanum Forum on 27/28 September 2019 in-
cluded exciting topics, for example in the field of outpatient 
care in Holland (Buurtzorg) and anthroposophic social therapy in 
Great Britain (Ruskin Mill ). We look forward to working with the 
new leaders of the Natural Science Section, Matthias Rang and 
Johannes Wirz, and in the General Anthroposophical Section (Con-
stanza Kaliks, Peter Selg and Claus Peter Röh).

If we look back to 2019, there have been important bridge-build-
ing events for the development of integrative medicine this year, 
most recently with the first world congress on ‘Integrative Pae-
diatrics’ in Sao Paulo on 22/23 November 2019, which we owe 
largely to our anthroposophical medical colleague Prof. Ricardo 
Ghelman at the University of Sao Paulo and which had many con-
tributors from the field of anthroposophic paediatrics*. In Sep-
tember, on the initiative of Prof. Eran Ben-Arie and Thomas Bre-
itkreuz, leading orthodox medical experts on integrative care in 
oncology met at the Goetheanum, e.g. from Iran, Turkey, Israel, 
Jordan, Egypt, Italy and Germany, with a focus on the external 
applications in anthroposophic care. A great many colleagues 
successfully participated in congresses on integrative medicine, 
among them Prof. Erik Baars from Leiden and Prof. Ursula Wolf 
from Berne. In November a symposium on integrative pain ther-
apy was held for the first time at the University of Haifa/Israel 
with numerous interested young doctors and medical students. 
All research activities can be found at here: 
medsektion-goetheanum.org/forschung/.

The exemplary integrated supplementary studies in anthropo- 
sophic medicine at the University of Witten-Herdecke is attract-
ing international attention at congresses for medical training 
and further education. Since its inception, anthroposophic med-
icine has been integrative medicine and requires knowledge of 
* www.ivaa.info/blog/blog/article/sao-paulo-declaration-on-integrative-pediatrics/

western orthodox medicine. It is also attracting increasing in-
terest among doctors who have undergone training in India and 
China as traditional Chinese doctors, in Ayurveda medicine or as 
homeopathic doctors. Anthroposophic medicine has the poten-
tial to contribute to mutual understanding and in bridge building 
between the various streams in the worldwide development of 
medicine: In the understanding of scientifically based medicine 
on the one hand, the human organisation of life and soul on the 
other, and finally in the full inclusion of the human ‘I’ in patient 
encounters and therapy.

The specific ability of the human ‘I' is to develop its own soul life, 
to change its actions and lifestyle through insight, knowledge and 
self-management. If we look at the global burden of disease to-
day and tomorrow, the decisive factors in medicine will increas-
ingly depend on it. Starting with the question of breastfeeding, 
through the practice of diet and exercise, to the care of one's 
own spiritual development, overcoming traumatic experiences, 
as well as through artistic practice, inner practice and meditative 
activity, anthroposophic medicine encompasses a comprehen-
sive, therapeutically effective potential at the level of conscious 
‘I' activity. This, however, is of central importance for the preven-
tion and treatment of today's predominant chronic diseases.

Medicine that sees the patient as an object is inadequate in the 
21st century and does not do justice to human dignity. By con-
trast, every skilfully applied external application treatment is 
already a devotion from one ‘I’ to the other ‘I', thereby strength-
ening the ‘I' in its own activity. Anthroposophic remedies, such 
as mistletoe therapy, also strengthen the activity of the ‘I' and 
the warmth organisation, which is closely connected with it. The 
same applies to therapeutic eurythmy, artistic therapies and 
anthroposophic body therapies. Anthroposophic medicine has 
much to offer in the field of integrative medicine, and we explic-
itly welcome developments and bridge-building in this field.

At the same time, anthroposophic medicine itself requires a 
strengthening of its own contours, a clear profile, and continued 
work on inner resources, as well as on a contemporary quality 
of patient care. We see the Anthromed® label as an opportuni-
ty to make anthroposophic medicine visible as part of integra-
tive medicine with a specific character, as in the school sector, 
Waldorf/Steiner Education and in organic farming the Demeter® 
label, which after many tough years has now successfully estab-
lished itself as a premium brand. Anthroposophic medicine also 
has this potential within the growing field of integrative medi-
cine. So we hope that the year 2020, in the seriousness of the 
present situation, as well as in the joy and encouragement that a 
birthday celebration brings, may create and strengthen in us the 
right atmosphere, presence of mind and strength for initiative 
and collaboration.

Matthias Girke and Georg Soldner
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BECOMING HUMAN with Nature

Natural Sciences Section

Research – Communication – Representation
Many of our current concerns are related to our relationship 
with nature, with the earth. For many years, ever more conse-
quences of our actions have become known, such as the rap-
idly increasing synthetic content in our oceans. And although 
public awareness has increased considerably in the last year, 
not least due to the activity of young people, we have not yet 
been successful in changing our actions in a sufficiently effec-
tive way. It appears to us that this indicates that many peo-
ple have a poor relationship with nature and the earth. This is 
where we perceive a task for our work. Scientists from all over 
the world who are connected to the Natural Science Section 
are working on individual exemplary projects to develop this 
relationship in a human way. A major theme within the Section 
last year was the handing over of the leadership of the Section 
from Johannes Kühl to Dr Matthias Rang and Dr Johannes Wirz at 
the end of 2019. 

Research
At the Institute of the Natural Science Section at the Goethea-
num, we work on questions that we consider important and 
with which the interest of the researchers resonates in such a 
way that there is a prospect of fruitful work. Detailed reports 
on each of these projects can be found in the Annual Report of 
the Research Institute at the Goetheanum. Some examples of 
the most important projects last year were: 

Johannes Wirz continued his research work with bees and, 
among other things, together with a local forestry company, 
started a project on forest bees that were colonized in so-
called log hives in individual constellations. It is a wonderful 
challenge to sustain and fructify the tension between current 
scientific research and the deep spirituality associated with 
bees.

In last year's report it was announced that the dissertation by 
João Felipe Toni on a morphological and pedagogical theme, in 
cooperation with the University of Jena and the Rudolf Steiner 
Schule in Wetzikon (CH) could begin. At the centre of the work 
is Goethe's botanical garden, which he himself was not able 
to bring into reality, but which is now being implemented in 
Wetzikon.

Torsten Arncken continued his work on medicinal plants using 
new methods for assessing their qualities, for instance, after 
adding a metal-containing fertilizer to the soil and testing the 

subsequent vegetablization processes occurring in the plant?*. 
Ruth Richter and the Hortus Officinarum Association have suc-
cessfully cultivated the stemless tragacanth with seeds from 
the Balkans, among other seed projects. This plant is used by 
Weleda for preparations against asthma and borreliosis.

Matthias Rang in cooperation with the neurologist Siegward El-
sas of the Arlesheim Clinic (CH) has for several years shown 
in an original experimental design, in contrast to the opinion 
of many neurobiologists, that the possibility of ‘free will’ can-
not be excluded. Unfortunately, there are currently not enough 
personnel resources to adequately conclude this project with 
a scientific publication. Furthermore, a promising cooperation 
with the Kwalis Research Institute GmbH in the field of spec-
troscopic quality research on food has been started. Johannes 
Kühl is working on a further publication in continuation of the 
project on quantum physics, which deals with aspects of cur-
rent topics, such as climate change.

Communication
In research projects, communication means first and foremost 
the publication of results, making the fruits of the research 
activity accessible to the community from which the research 
was financed. The bedrock for this is manifold communication 
between colleagues: Johannes Wirz works together with bee-
keeper groups all over the world, Johannes Kühl and Matthias 
Rang went to a conference on quantum physics in Scandinavia, 
Thorsten Arncken works continuously with physicians on the 
development of his imaginative methods and instructs inter-
ested laypeople to practice it. In Brazil, a group of the Natural 
Science Section has been formed; in South America, João Felipe 
Toni has given seminars on the morphology of flower develop-
ment; and Johannes Kühl was involved in a Section group meet-
ing in the USA on climate change. Finally, of the conferences 
organized by the Section, our colloquium on science and med-
itation is exemplary. They met last autumn and had extraordi-
narily open and trusting discussions

Special mention should also be made of the pleasant collabo-
ration between Dr. Renatus Ziegler of the Rudolf Steiner Archive 
and Prof. Johannes Grebe-Ellis of the University of Wuppertal on 
the new edition of Rudolf Steiner's first Course in Natural Sci-
ence.

* Vegetabilisation of metals (Weleda) can be considered as a particular kind of 
potentizing process of metals which takes place through a plant species with a 
specific relationship to the metal. www.anthromedics.org/DMS-20088-DE 
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Representation
During this year all members of our team were on the road 
giving courses for teachers, lessons for pupils, for pharma-
cists, farmers and breeders - and last but not least, holding 
lectures within and outside the Anthroposophical Society. At 
the Goetheanum, we organized a series of weekend courses 
on Goethean science, and next year we are again offering our 
Summer University. Research collaboration is the basis for all 
these activities.

More than half of this work is financed externally by compa-
nies and foundations, but the continued existence of the Insti-
tute would not be possible without the core funding provided 
by the Anthroposophical Society.

Johannes Kühl, Matthias Rang and Johannes Wirz

Emeritus status of Johannes Kühl
For almost 25 years Johannes Kühl held the office of Section 
Leader and set specific focus priorities for the work. The first 

consisted of intensive collaboration with the Leadership of 
the Goetheanum and untiring commitment to the School of 
Spiritual Science - in the Section, at the Goetheanum and in 
international contexts

The second emphasis was on collaboration, which he formed 
more collegially than any of his predecessors. This requires 
two qualities that have always distinguished Johannes: A sci-
entific integrity that expressed itself primarily in limiting him-
self to the results of his own research and experience, enabling 
him to indicate exactly how a result is achieved. The second 
quality can be described as sovereign humility, which leads to 
an appreciation of the projects, knowledge and experiences of 
colleagues.

He has left his responsibility for the Section and cheerfully 
handed it over to Matthias Rang and Johannes Wirz, and we are 
looking forward to having him as a friend, colleague and con-
sultant hopefully for a long time to come.

Johannes Wirz and Matthias Rang

Group picture of the work on colours with the Eurythmy School in Hokkaido
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Mathematics–Astronomy Section

The Christmas Conference 2019 at the Goetheanum attended 
by about 300 people was entitled ‘Follow this Good Star’ and 
was jointly organized by the Medical, Mathematical- Astro-
nomical and Visual Arts Sections within the General Anthro-
posophical Section. We currently have an abstract relationship 
with the starry world, the planets and an unhealthy relation-
ship to the sun, determined by longing for its light and careless 
fear of its effects.

The spatial understanding of the macrocosm has been de-
veloped through space exploration, the great mysteries of its 
spiritual being and its relationship to humanity need to be re-
discovered, our relationship to the Sun needs to be deepened. 
The rhythms of the starry world are related to the music of the 
spheres, which sound different at every moment and festive 
season. Its spiritual sound is conveyed to life on earth, as if it 
were the sound of the soul of the world. In individual biography, 
but also in many biological processes in nature and humans, we 
find their rhythms again.

The Star of Bethlehem
We have a similar situation with regard to the Star of Bethle-
hem. An approach that only considers celestial mechanics does 
not lead very far. Prof. Peter Barthel and Prof. George van Kooten 
(both from the University of Groningen) avoided this when they 
organized the three-day colloquium ‘The Star of Bethlehem: 
Historical and Astronomical Perspectives’ at the University of 
Groningen in October 2014, inviting 19 academically trained 
specialists from the fields of astronomy, ancient history, reli-
gious and cultural studies. The result of this colloquium is the 
book ‘The Star of Bethlehem and the Magi’ (Brill, 2014). In it 
contemporary approaches to understanding the Star of the 
Magi can be found.

The former Waldorf school teacher and chemist Jos Verhulst 
from Belgium has given us a different approach to the Star of 
the Magi. In his review paper ‘The Three Dates of Christmas’ 
(published December 22nd, 2019), he describes the connec-
tion between the succession of generations as described in 
the first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew and the sequence 
of the great conjunctions of Jupiter and Saturn. Through this 
connection one gets a starting point to the words of Christ “I 
am the root and the tribe of David. I am the radiant morning star.” 
(Revelation of John, 22:16)

Colloquia
The colloquium ‘Astronomy and Humanities’ meets twice a 
year at the Goetheanum in Dornach. Last year’s topics such as 
‘Climate change and astronomical rhythms’, ‘How long is the 

full moon “full” ‘ and ‘On the interpretation of the Nebra Sky 
Disk’ were discussed there.

The colloquium ‘Mathematics and Humanities’ meets three 
times a year, twice in Dornach and once in Zeist (NL). We work 
on and with advanced projective geometry, as well as on vari-
ous themes that the participants of the colloquium bring with 
them. Both colloquia are public. New interested people are wel-
come to join us!

Guided Star Tours
Since 2019, Charles Trefzger has been offering a star tour every 
month in the Keplerwarte at the Goetheanum. The guided 
tours are open to the public and take place in all weather con-
ditions. The dates and further information can be found in the 
Goetheanum Calendar of Events (www.goetheanum.ch). Charles 
Trefzger worked for many years at the Astronomical Institute of 
the University of Basel and supervised the educational obser-
vatory in Metzerlen.

Star Calendar
There are three ways to develop a spiritual relationship with 
the starry world: the outer one, by observing phenomenologi-
cally astronomical manifestations, the inner one, by deepening, 
for example, the course of the year of the soul, and the bridging 
of cosmic-earthly counterparts. The Star Calendar published 
annually by the Section pursues all three directions.

This year for example, it covers the great conjunction of Jupiter 
and Saturn on December 21, 2020, the day of the winter sol-
stice. The outer appearance and also the inner characteristics 
of the two planetary giants, which are so different, are inter-
estingly reflected in the human face, in the contrast between 
the left and right eye. While the animal face is symmetrical, the 
human face includes the polarity of the right eye looking out 
and the left eye looking in. The conversation of the soul with 
itself is literally inscribed in the face.

With the great conjunction, which is closely related to the Star 
of the Magi - a related conjunction took place in 7 BC - some-
thing like a cosmic countenance manifests itself. The imminent 
conjunction at the special threshold from Sagittarius to Capri-
corn thus directs the gaze to the night sky throughout the year 
and leads to anthropological and christological correlations. Al-
though it has been possible to calculate this outstanding con-
junction years and centuries in advance, it is nevertheless true 
that it is usually only when the constellation is imminent that 
something of the inner aspect of this encounter becomes tan-
gible. It may be related to the fact that only when the conjunc-
tion is approaching in time, do we have a picture of the current 
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social reality, of the spiritual milieu into which the conjunction 
will fall. Only then can the context be grasped.

The Northern Lights
The excursions to Northern Finland to observe the Aurora Bo-
realis with more than 200 interested people were dedicated to 
a unique border phenomenon of the starry sky over the last 
eleven years. While the starry sky is an image of the eternal, 
and the comets celebrate the moment, the aurora belongs to 
the middle, the sphere of constant change. From the meteors, 
the Aurora has its unpredictability and changeability, from the 
stars, which as polar researcher Robert F. Scott put it, it has its 
“serenity". As a peaceful arc, as a mighty bridge from horizon 
to horizon, it can span the entire firmament and sit motion-
lessly enthroned up there. Thus it reminds us of the majesty of 
the stars. Then it can waft and vibrate in waves as if the wind 
were blowing through the 'curtains of light'. Moving like this, it 
is always unique - and even when the cold of a polar night pen-
etrates your limbs, you can hardly separate yourself from this 
ever new and unexpected movement that this play of light dis-
plays in the sky. Thus the northern lights celebrate the present.

“Light is the action of the universe,” Novalis writes in his treatise 
on light. Thus light is the 'will' of the universe. It was a wonderful 
observation by a participant in one of the polar light excursions 
when she described the 'will' of the aurora borealis: it is a ‘will’ 
that has no intention, that knows no goal, no purpose, but is ful-
filled merely by just being. Indeed, there is a mysterious lack of 

intention in the auroras. Perhaps this is because the auroras are 
neither apparent nor shining, because they are neither a source 
of light nor a substance on which light falls. Here too it holds the 
centre: it is light that illuminates nothing but itself.

What we know from language and music is that we enter a 
process, we are led attentively into the stream of time – this 
also happens as a phenomenon with the polar lights. Thus the 
northern lights reveal a side of light that is otherwise foreign. 
Light conveys orientation of the surrounding area via the eyes 
in seconds. Light is therefore rightly considered a metaphor for 
cognition, for the idea, for the step out of time. But the Aurora 
Borealis has none of this, on the contrary - it is pure process. 
Many observers believe that this is one of the reasons why 
they hear a hissing or ringing sound. Because these lights of the 
north behave to the temporal as a melody or a sentence does, 
you perceive you are hearing something. The northern light is 
a light that behaves as if it were sound. Or in other words: the 
northern lights are music that you can see. It is very gratify-
ing that two years ago, the publishing house Freies Geistesleben 
decided to republish the book ‘Aurora: The Northern Lights in 
Mythology, History and Science’ by Harald Falck-Ytter with new 
pictures, because this work is still the best and richest there is 
to read about the northern lights. At the beginning of the year, 
the new sunspot cycle began, so that now what the polar re-
searcher Fridtjof Nansen wrote applies once more: "The super-
natural is there above for you!”

Wolfgang Held and Oliver Conradt

Impressive Northern Lights at midnight in Jeris, Northern Finland. Photo: Jörn Buldmann
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Section for Agriculture

Pilot project: Biodynamic course at the Heliopolis 
University in Cairo
The Heliopolis University for Sustainable Development in Cairo, 
founded by SEKEM*, is the first of its kind in Arab countries. 
Two years ago, it introduced the new four-year Bachelor's 
degree course in Organic Agriculture. Last year a project was 
launched to offer a course on biodynamic agriculture as an in-
tegral part of this course in cooperation with the Section for 
Agriculture, Heliopolis University and SEKEM. This was a great 
venture for the Section, who put together a team of trainers 
and a new curriculum.

In the meantime, three two-week courses have been given. 
Most of the lessons have taken place on the SEKEM farm. 
Everything was likewise new for the students: learning to ob-
serve soil and plants, stirring preparations and so on. Indeed, 
the spark has been ignited and the students were and are en-
thusiastic. At the Heliopolis University and at SEKEM, a fresh 
wind has given rise to a new way of shaping universities to-
gether with European teachers.

Parallel to the education of students, the Egyptian teachers are 
being trained in a train-the-trainer programme. In this training, 
methods are taught which are particularly suitable for teaching 
biodynamic content. It will also be evaluated how this process 
can form the basis for the implementation of biodynamic mod-
ules in courses of study at universities in other countries. The 
pilot project Biodynamic Course is estimated to last four years.

Biodynamic Trainer & Teacher  
International Conference
Biodynamic agriculture is on the upswing on almost all conti-
nents, and a wide variety of educational initiatives, training and 
further education formats are being developed in various coun-
tries. One of the aims of the international Biodynamic Trainer & 
Teacher Conference**, which brought together 80 participants 
from 27 countries, was to strengthen the perception of each 
other at a global level and to gather concrete training and fur-
ther education impulses for use at the local level. In addition to 
networking, the conference also aimed to facilitate an inten-
sive exchange of experience and to jointly develop solutions 
for specific questions in biodynamic education and training. 
The participants worked on a broad spectrum of subjects and 
themes: from farm-based education to multi-year biodynamic 
vocational training, from introductory courses for farms, hobby 

* http://sekem-bio.de/en 
** www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/en/einzelansicht/look-back-tagung-fuer-

biodynamische-aus-und-weiterbildende

gardeners and consumers, as well as employees in the organic 
food and grocery trade, to advanced courses in soil work and 
making preparations, to biodynamic viticulture at university 
level and the training of biodynamic breeders. The fact that in 
the biodynamic sector training and further education is almost 
always carried out by farmers - and not by specially trained ed-
ucational staff - may be a special feature. However, in this way 
concrete knowledge is passed on and in this context skills are 
learned which arise from practical experience.

International Biodynamic Consultation
As the strong growth of biodynamic agriculture worldwide in-
creases - just as in education and training - so does the over-
all need for high quality biodynamic consulting. As a coordi-
nation and networking point for biodynamic consultation, the 
Section for Agriculture has been promoting the international 
exchange of biodynamic consultants for many years. In order 
to support the cohesion and cooperation in this network even 
more, a charter for biodynamic consulting services was cre-
ated in 2015. This first step led to the need for a qualification 
of biodynamic consultants. The big question was: who should 
qualify these consultants and according to what criteria? The 
goal was always to avoid judging who may be suitable for bio-
dynamic consultancy from above or from the outside.

Therefore, in collaboration with Demeter-International and 
many committed biodynamic consultants, we have designed 
and developed a peer review process for quality assurance and 
development. This means that the consultants are appraised 
and evaluated by colleagues, and thereby both the examiners 
and those being examined are evaluated at the same time. 
This peer review process aims to build trust and transparency, 
thereby creating a common basis for qualitative counselling 
work. Together we want to form a network of national and in-
ternational consultants who would like to strengthen and de-
velop the biodynamic movement.

‘Living Farms’ Project
In 2019, we have all become acutely aware of the climate crisis. 
Among experts, we know that the situation is just as alarming 
in terms of biodiversity, drinking water supply and soil erosion. 
Everyone has to ask themselves: ‘What can I contribute to a 
reversal of the situation?’ The biodynamic movement also has 
to ask itself, ‘What can we contribute?’.

The change of attitude from ‘we have the solution’ to ‘we want 
to contribute’ is the first reversal. Accompanying this rever-
sal of view is what each of us has and can offer as a possible 
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contribution. As a biodynamic movement, what we concretely 
have in particular are our farms. We have cultivated them from 
within, from the ideal of realising agricultural individualities. 
They are an expression of individual biographical wholeheart-
ed commitment and therefore we can be proud of them.

And now the reversal of perspective: Aren't our farms, in the 
sense of prototypes, places where an agricultural culture that 
opposes the erosion of climate, soil and biodiversity is being 
created? Aren't they, in all modesty, germ cells of a new part-
nership between man and nature? Also germ cells of a new 
food culture from the field to the plate, germ cells of nutritional 
workshops, germ cells of new partnerships, for example with 
regard to land ownership, and germ cells for new training initi-
atives (as mentioned above)? Germ cells for even more?

Can a completely selfless presentation of exemplary farms, a 
sharing of our experience in all its imperfection not be a con-
tribution to sustainable agriculture? In order that courage may 
grow in many others, so that they are inspired and say: ‘I can 
also make a contribution!’

In the section we have decided to make that contribution. We 
call this contribution ‘Living Farms’. Specifically, it involves 

creating 20 farm profiles from almost every continent, mak-
ing them available as videos everywhere and for everyone. In 
particular, we regard this as a research project, whereby we 
work with the methodological approach of qualitative social 
research. The aim is to explore and show each individual ex-
ample in such a way that it can stand as a completely unique 
contribution with full evidence, as an answer to the great 
questions of our time. The first three videos are online, the 
next three are in the process of being created and will be pub-
lished continuously.*

Associative Economic Activity
The Agricultural Conference 2019 with the title 'Land and 
Economy: Agriculture between the farm and the world' ** dealt 
with the economic side of agriculture. Inspiring contributions 
from all over the world, sound lectures on the basic principles 
of modern economics and the special position of agriculture 
within it, as well as active discussions on the various marketing 
channels involving supermarket chains, strengthened courage 

*  Living Farms videos: www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/en/living-farms 
**  Conference: Agriculture between the farm and the world: www.sektion-land-

wirtschaft.org/fileadmin/SLW/Literatur/Tagungsdoku/2019/Report-Agriculture-Confer-
ence-2019.pdf

Students of the Heliopolis University working in groups, Sekem, 2019. Photo: Ueli Hurter
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and confidence of many people that they are not simply pow-
erless and at the mercy of economic forces. The economy can 
be shaped and cultivated with the same confidence that we do 
in biodynamic agriculture in relation to nature.

We have set ourselves the task of understanding and illumi-
nating associative farming in particular. Associative farming 
is less clearly shaped and developed than biodynamics, but it 
is a fraternal impulse. The way of thinking and acting that we 
know from biodynamics, in which the insight into the essence 
of a matter directly intersects with a concrete course of action, 
also applies to associative management. In both cases, it is a 
matter of a certain characteristic style of practical research. 
One could say, the ideal case that you are researching is at 
the same time the urgent case in which you are existentially 
situated. As a farmer, you often ask yourself, ‘When will the 
economic hardship end?’ Now you realize it again anew: it will 
never end. Agriculture is a special case of modern economic life 
and requires constant care, just like the soil and the climate. 
But with enthusiasm, courage and perseverance we achieve 
positive, fruitful and gratifying results.

International biodynamic research coordination
Biodynamic agriculture has an enormous potential to face 
the great challenges of our time with positive, realistic and 
future-oriented concepts. Biodynamic research can help to 
use this potential to create a future worth living for all. This 
is why it is of such great importance today. The development 
of a stronger research attitude in the international biodynamic 
movement, the international exchange of knowledge, active 
networking and support of researchers are therefore central 
fields of work for the Section for Agriculture. By expanding 
the team in 2018 and 2019, the Section is now in a position to 
actively participate in the network of biodynamic researchers 
and to maintain and support it.

In spring 2019, the Section published the more than 100-page 
booklet ‘Evolving Agriculture and Food - Opening up Biody-
namic Research - Conference Contributions’ with contribu-
tions from the international research conference 2018. Thanks 
to the support of various foundations, this important docu-
ment is freely available online.*

Nutrition, Seeds, Olives, Preparations – further 
diverse fields of work
Nutrition in the sense of responsible consumer behaviour in 
view of the world situation and a self-determined diet for 
one's own health is the focus of Jasmin Peschke's work in the 
field of nutrition. The questions of suitable seeds for biody-
namic agriculture and the use of hybrid varieties in Demeter 

* www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/fileadmin/SLW/Arbeitsfelder/forschung/Bd_re-
search_2018_conference_contributions.pdf

cultivation are intensively discussed and dealt with together 
with Demeter International and other experts. In the interna-
tional expert groups for wine growing, fruit growing, prepara-
tions, herbs and olives, professional exchange and deepening 
of knowledge is taking place. Questions dealt with are as excit-
ing as the nature of the vine.

The new edition of the 'Agricultural Course' with an additional 
volume of supplementary material and a historically accurate 
presentation of the founding events in June 1924 in Koberwitz 
is in progress and is to be published for the 100th anniversary 
in 2024.

To make our activities for the biodynamic impulse effective, 
active, careful and open-minded communication is important 
to us. The website of the Section is in German, English, French 
and Spanish. There is a regular newsletter, printed conference 
documentation in five languages and to deepen the content a 
biannual newsletter in two languages has been considerably 
developed and expanded for this purpose in recent years. **

Ueli Hurter and Jean-Michel Florin

2019 Activity Report

www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org/fileadmin/SLW/Literatur/
Taetigkeitsbericht/2019/activity-report_SLW_2019_EN.pdf

**  www.sektion-landwirtschaft.org

Photo: Jasmin Peschke
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BECOMING HUMAN through Art

Section for the Performing Arts

The various themes and the various departments have re-
mained the same as presented in the 2018/2019 Annual Re-
port. This year, we describe the themes on which the various 
disciplines have worked, especially in the area of training:

Eurythmy Training Courses
In the 40 training courses worldwide, how can the capacity 
for eurythmy be acquired in such a way that the instrument 
(our body) becomes permeable for the expression of the soul-
spiritual, that the perception of space and forms in space 'lets 
the spirit blow through', that personality is developed in such a 
way that it can then stand there as a teacher, that the possibil-
ity of communication is practised in such a way that eurythmy 
can be conveyed, that social skills are trained in such a way 
that the contribution eurythmists offer to their social envi-
ronment can all be integrated. These are the daily challenges 
that students in half full-time, half part-time, in appropriate 
longer part-time courses confront. How can this be optimally 
developed with rather younger students in full-time courses, 
as well as students in part-time courses with rather more life 
experience?

In some training courses and countries, a new generation shift 
is taking place. Certain regions are in a pioneering phase, in 
other places, eurythmy is flourishing. Other countries have 

problems with the fact that there are too few young people, 
that job opportunities are difficult, that the profession does 
not seem particularly attractive. These are the themes stimu-
lating the cooperation of the 160 trainers worldwide.

Eurythmy Research Centre
Last year, the ‘Sound Eurythmy’ course was reissued within 
the Collected Works edition (editors Martina Maria Sam and 
Stefan Hasler). A lot of new material was found: some text pas-
sages which had not yet been transcribed, movement details 
could be supplemented from the notes of six participants and 
above all, all the drawings of the participants. More than 700 
illustrations now make it easier to understand how work was 
done in these lectures on the art of movement. The seminaris-
tic style of Rudolf Steiner can thus be experienced more clearly 
- when he uses the blackboard, when he shows a eurythmy 
figure, when he himself shows a movement or gets one or two 
eurythmists to demonstrate something. Thus, after a hundred 
years, in addition to all the traditional material, source material 
is available which we can connect to through practice.

Speech Formation Training
How can we develop a common picture of speech formation 
in the twelve training courses worldwide? For example, what 
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do we mean when we speak of epic poetry? How does each 
individual colleague work on verse and what is conveyed, how 
do colleagues approach the quality of the dramatic? This is the 
content of the collective work in the large collegium of training 
programmes worldwide.

This year, we have also considered how much time is gener-
ally needed for this. What the experiences are, what the re-
quirements are! In Israel and Finland, the graduates find work 
in Waldorf Schools and in public schools. In German-speaking 
countries, we have too few graduates who are then geograph-
ically mobile enough to fill vacancies in Waldorf Schools. A sec-
ond international student meeting took place in June 2019. The 
trainers' circle worked on, among other things, the theme of 
speech formation and drama.

Music Training Courses
There is no coordinated trainers' conference in this area. The 
profiles of the various institutions are so different that no 
general approach can be found here. An intensive exchange 
among colleagues however does take place. For example, sing-
ing teachers communicate among themselves, lyre specialists 
among themselves and Waldorf music teachers among them-
selves and during their basic training courses, which stand on 
their own, an exchange of content takes place.

Thus this year, after three years of regular colloquia and mu-
tual help, an anthology of the two lectures 'The Sound Expe-
rience in Man' by Rudolf Steiner (editors: Reinhild Brass and 
Stefan Hasler) was published by the Goetheanum Publishing 
House. A work by 19 colleagues, each of whom took on an 
aspect, a paragraph from these two lectures and presented 
how they worked with it, what questions and answers arose 
in the process. In this way the book encourages the reader to 
do their own research and to find their own approach to these 
two lectures.

Puppetry
There is no anthroposophical training as such in this field. 
Some courses, some in-depth studies take place. At their an-
nual meetings, colleagues exchange very concrete information 
about their work. After three short introductions and excerpts 
from their own work, they reflect on each other’s work in small 
discussion groups, encouraging each other to consider what 
could be improved upon and how. This is an active learning 
process of mutual support.

Each new stage of life also brings with it changes in life circum-
stances. Colleagues who have devoted themselves entirely 
to this work, sometimes under very simple living conditions, 
become colleagues who work in education, in curative educa-
tion, and who continue to cultivate their love of puppetry. At 
a festival in November, eurythmy and puppetry explored the 
question of how to approach inner pictures and how to present 
these imaginations in the two different performing art forms.

Cooperation with the Goetheanum Stage
Through the overlapping of personnel, with Stefan Hasler also 
being part of the team responsible for the eurythmy ensemble, 
current topics from research and questions from the Section 
work can also flow directly into daily practice, and converse-
ly, practical questions can flow directly into the Section work. 
Through their work on the Mystery Dramas, Gioia Falk and 
Christian Peter, and through their work on 'Faust' Andrea Pfae-
hler and Eduardo Torres are in constant dialogue on the ques-
tion of how dramatic speech formation, acting and eurythmy 
can mutually enhance each other. Every Tuesday, colleagues 
of the ‘Spielraum’ try out a broadened expression and a new 
access to language. Through the many visiting performances, 
the Goetheanum is perceived worldwide to be the place where 
current matters and intentions concerning staging issues are 
addressed within the Section.

Stefan Hasler

 

The Goetheanum Stages

The Goetheanum and its stages belong together, because to-
gether they bring the poles of Anthroposophy into the picture: 
in the building, in concrete, glass and painting their timeless 
face appears, the laws of metamorphosis and incarnation are 
revealed. On the various stages it is different: it is about what 
is so today and different tomorrow, about Anthroposophy in 
the here and now. If the building makes the promise that An-
throposophy holds timelessly within itself, eurythmy, drama 
and music on the stages celebrate the present.

Like the building, whose care and maintenance is visible to very 
few but which requires constant care and commitment, the 
Great Hall and the Foundation Stone Stage and the many oth-
er stage locations in the building require many helping hands, 
from lighting and sound to stage management, cleaning and 
administration. Nevertheless, such minimal personnel for such 
a large stage as at the Goetheanum is unmatched.

The Goetheanum Eurythmy Ensemble is active in seven fields. 
Every year the stage hosts a large full-length programme and 
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every two years a further smaller production. In addition, there 
are fairy tales by the Brothers Grimm, most recently 'The Dev-
il with Three Golden Hairs', as well as solo performances or 
duos for special conferences or events. The eurythmists give 
workshops and demonstrations at conferences and meetings. 
These can also include larger performances, such as Rudolf 
Steiner's Foundation Stone Meditation or the Michael Imagi-
nation. The major drama performances, 'The Mystery Dramas' 
and 'Faust', are also a special challenge for the Eurythmy En-
semble. These performances attract large audiences to the 
Goetheanum (a total of 60 performances in 2019).

In the summer of 2019, we performed all four Mystery Dra-
mas, and will show them again at Christmas 2020. From per-
formance to performance (as far as the limitations for possible 
rehearsals allow) the actors and eurythmists continue de-
veloping the ten-year production. Gioia Falk is responsible for 
overall direction and eurythmy, Christian Peter for acting.

In the summer of 2020, after a short break from the last pro-
duction, Drama und Eurythmy are now presenting a short-
ened, condensed version of Goethe's Faust I and II. Andrea 
Pfaehler is responsible for the drama, Eduardo Torres for the 
eurythmy, stage design Nils Frischknecht, lighting Klaus Sup-
pan, costumes Julia Strahl, music Gotthard Killian. We have re-
cruited Elmar Lampson for the composition. The production is 
also adopting new approaches during the rehearsal period: 
eurythmy has their own speakers at their disposal, so that a 
closer connection between language and eurythmy is possible 
and the actors can concentrate fully on their roles. With a choir 
of more than thirty speakers Agnes Tenth is developing some 
significant scenes in Faust.

That such great events are possible at the Goetheanum re-
quires an artistic foundation. Freelance actors and euryth-
mists have founded an initiative called 'Spielraum' for this pur-
pose. Every Tuesday, they present workshop performances 
with enormous artistic and thematic breadth. The wooden 
house above the Goetheanum has become their home. 

Further initiatives were added in 2019: Sieghild von Heynitz 
staged 'Brand' by Henrik Ibsen with an independent ensemble. 
Johannes Händler dedicated himself to the ‘Demetrius’ drama 
by Hermann Grimm with an independent ensemble. Esther 
Bohren celebrated Hella Krause-Zimmer's hundredth birthday 
with ‘Frühlicht’ and Marc Cousquer played ‘The King of Ireland's 
Son’ with an ensemble put together for the occasion. This rich 
artistic life is only possible through a lot of ‘gift work’ from the 
artists. During the Christmas season, the Christmas plays take 
place in three different groups: Rolf Brand is responsible for the 
Christmas and Paradise plays, and Emanuel Pusterer for the 
Three Kings play.

Finally, the Goetheanum was also host to eurythmy groups, 
drama groups and orchestras from the Leimental Students' 
Choir, the Glarisegger Choir to the graduation of eurythmy stu-
dents. Almost weekly below the Goetheanum, there is an op-
portunity for children to enjoy their earliest stage experience: 
the puppet ensemble Felicia presents fairy tales and legends 
from a large repertoire of plays.

Stefan Hasler

Photo: Katrin Oesteroth
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Visual Arts Section
“We can't save the world by playing by the rules, be-
cause the rules have to be changed. Everything needs 
to change - and it has to start today.” Greta Thunberg

 
Dear friends of the Visual Arts,

This year, one person was in the spotlight for all of us - the 
young Greta Thunberg with her incessant warnings about the 
consequences of climate change or climate collapse. “The signs 
show that a storm is brewing.”

Can art also make a contribution to preserving our earth, in 
calling humanity to take responsibility? Rudolf Steiner's artis-
tic work seeks to lead us to living thinking, wants to actively 
draw us into art processes as beholders of the works. It wants 
to wake us up, lead us to the threshold and show images of 
the existence of the spiritual world. The accelerating climate 
change needs this countermovement, expanding materialism 
needs contemplation of the spiritual world. In 2019 the explo-
ration of Rudolf Steiner's works of art was a renewed focus of 
the Section's work.

From my work I would like to start by highlighting two events 
which, in addition to conferences, workshops, lecture tours 
and exhibitions have shaped the Section in 2019 *:

In January, my Georgian co-worker Sopo Kolkhidashvili asked 
me whether it would be possible to exhibit the works of art-
ist friends from Tbilisi at the Goetheanum. I gladly agreed, be-
cause the influence of medieval Christian painting in Georgia 
has pervaded the painting of the 20th century right until the 
present. In the 1970s and 80s, a young generation of painters, 
with the rediscovery of spirituality in their painting, founded a 
countermovement to the then dominant art style of Socialist 
Realism. Some of these artists, such as Irakli Parjiani, also con-
cerned themselves with Anthroposophy.

In February, I travelled with Sopo Kolkhidashvili to her home 
country and we visited twelve anthroposophically inspired 
artists in their studios in Tbilisi **. Eight months later, at Mi-
chael 2019, after long preparation and another trip to Tbilisi, 
we were able to open the exhibition, at which seven artists 
were present. See the ‘Vernissage’ video *** (in German only) 
and the gallery **** on our website. You can also find a report on 
this in ‘Anthroposophy Worldwide’ 11/2019 (page 6).

A second major area of work this year concerned my own re-
search project on the Goetheanum grounds, on which I have 
been working together with the Frankfurt journalist, biologist 
* https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/
** https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/news-of-the-section/reports/singleview/georgia 
*** https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/aus-der-sektion/videos
**** https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/news-of-the-section/gallery

and cultural scientist Dr Stephan Stockmar. This research coin-
cided with my last year as Leader of the Visual Arts Section. It 
will continue to occupy me after that, because a publication of 
the results entitled, 'Im Umkreis das Zentrum erfahren: Rudolf 
Steiners Gestaltung des Goetheanum- Geländes' is planned 
for Christmas 2020. Rudolf Steiner's designs are more than 
just architectural works of art, they are sanctuaries for the 
whole hill and for spiritual work, places for gathering, places 
that invite us to unite with the earthly and the spiritual.

As a landscape architect for over 20 years now, I have been 
involved with the landscape designs of Rudolf Steiner in the 
southwest area of the Goetheanum grounds, created during 
the construction of the First Goetheanum. Unfortunately, there 
are neither photos of the building work, nor an exact chronicle 
of construction times, nor statements by Rudolf Steiner on the 
subject. After looking through 163 files from the archives of 
the Johannesbau Association, we were able to determine con-
struction times of individual structures, such as the Felsliweg, 
the Drachenschwänzli, the Felslianlage and so on. Further re-
search in the plan archives and in notebooks of Rudolf Stein-
er's co-workers found in the Nachlassverwaltung helped make 
these works more accessible. In 2018, we organized site visits 
with various groups in order to share our observations. The 
7th workshop meeting on the second building from 15 to 17 
February 2019 concluded this field research.

Now we are in the process of evaluating and arranging the ma-
terial with archive pictures and many wonderful current pho-
tos of Charlotte Fischer. From the contents of the book:
• The Goetheanum building on its grounds
• The Dornach Hill
• The Goetheanum grounds as a space for experience
• The building in the landscape
• Summary: Styles of organic living 
• The metamorphosis of the double-dome principle
• The auxiliary buildings
• The development of the site after 1925

In recent years the Visual Arts Section has held exhibitions of 
contemporary artists from the anthroposophical community 
at the Goetheanum, especially in the corridor areas on the first 
floor. It was important to us to bring the diversity of the works 
from around the world into our awareness*****:

March and April 2019 

Marianne and Hannes Wachberger, sketchbooks and small 
sculptures

***** Past Exhibitions - https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/events/past-exhibitions 
Events and Exhibitions: https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/ 
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April to July 2019 

ErziehungsKunst - artistic elements in Rudolf Steiner's peda-
gogy 1919 - 2019: Rudolf Steiner, Hedwig Frey, Arild Rosenkrantz, 
Louise van Blommestein, Assja Turgenieff, Signe Neovius-Ljun-
gquist, Maria Strakosch-Giesler and other artists.

July to September 2019

Exhibition of works by students of the Visual Art School Basel

September and October 2019

Contemporary paintings from Tbilisi/Georgia *

December 2019

Jasminka Bogdanovic, At the threshold of a world familiar from 
far away

December 2019 to April 2020

Striving for balance, sculptures and drawings by Christian Hitsch

Further information can be found here:  
https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/ 

Last year in 2019 there was a large sales exhibition in the car-
pentry room entitled ‘180 Werke von 80 Künstlern aus dem 
Dreiländereck Basel’.**

Further highlights were the Section conferences in May and 
November. The May conference was held under the motto ‘Ap-

* Vernissage, Georgia - https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/news-of-the-section/gallery/
singleview/fotos-von-der-vernissage-zur-georgien-ausstellung

** https://sbk.goetheanum.org/aus-der-sektion/berichte/einzelansicht/anthroposophie-und-kunst

plied Arts - Focus on the human being’. The basis of the joint 
work was Rudolf Steiner's design impulse, which countered 
the modern rationalist worldview of his time with a complete-
ly new, innovative approach to design, architecture and oth-
er areas of life, which put the human being at the centre. This 
impulse is still relevant today; contemporary tendencies seem 
to have been anticipated - for example, inspiration through 
growth processes and organic forms or the need for ecological 
and social responsibility. Speakers were: Prof. Dr. Heide Nixdorff, 
ethnologist, Anna Deimann, goldsmith, Prof. Dr. Reinhold Fäth, 
honorary professor of the Hochschule für Künste im Sozialen, 
Ottersberg, Peter Zimmer, architect, and Jane Johansen, Both-
mer gymnastics instructor and ceramist.

The November conference with the title ‘Visual Arts not Vis-
ualising? The Reinvention of Religious Art’ *** , was chaired by 
Zoltán Döbröntei, painter and co-founder of the Napút School 
of Painting in Hungary. Other speakers were: the painter Helga 
Hódosi and Professor László Gyuricza from Hungary. All further 
information and an outlook into the year 2020 of the section 
can be found here: https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/events.

After years of fulfilling and intensive work in the Section and 
countless, inspiring encounters against the background of 
a time of radical change, I would like to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for your interest and participation. I wish 
Christiane Haid a fresh, creative and fruitful start.

Marianne Schubert

*** https://sbk.goetheanum.org/en/events/past-events/singleview/november-conference-2019

Vernissage: Contemporary painting from Tbilisi/Georgia. Photo: Sarah Walbeck
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Section for Literary Arts and Humanities

Art, culture, poetry and the work of Rudolf Steiner
Literary Arts and Humanities combine science and beauty, 
knowledge and creative imagination. Since science aims more 
at the general and laws that apply and art enables expression 
of the individual – the methodical connection of both spheres 
connects knowledge back to the human being, while art ele-
vates the individual.

The core task of the Literary Arts and Humanities is an un-
derstanding of the overall impressions of our cultural past, 
the mysteries, their cults and advanced civilizations, myths 
of origin and sacred texts of religions, and literature up to the 
present. Fields of work are literature and language, fairy tale 
research, aesthetics, history, philosophy, music, art and cultur-
al history, translation and the language and the work of Rudolf 
Steiner, as well as his mediation and formulation and method 
of research. The Section is a forum for people who are commit-
ted to mediating the work of Anthroposophy, art and science.

Current events
‘The end of humanity? The challenge of 
trans-humanistic visions of the future -  
conference impulse and research topic’

Last year for a second time, the bridge between science and art 
could be built in a confrontation with trans-humanism, which 
now affects all areas of life.*

We are currently living in a time in which human beings and 
their future is being threatened by transhumanism. Since the 
beginning of humankind, humans have in various ways striven 
to develop themselves and become immortal. If artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and its machines replace human beings, this striv-
ing will be eroded. Ultimately, the machine destroys the human 
being. In certain areas of life that are harmful to health or are 
monotonous, such as assembly line work, robots can be useful.

However, if the area of human life is opened to the world 
through an app, such as Replika, which opens the human be-
ing to the world through a self-learning computer program and 
helps him or her to solve social and communicative problems, 
the individual creeps into a sphere of manipulation and me-
chanical external control. The need for reflection, relationship, 
empathy and human contact are only seemingly fulfilled here. 
These examples show that the question of whether humans 
or machines should be used for the individual areas of life has 
to be examined very carefully and constantly re-examined. 
Our future depends on a conscious confrontation with these 
*  Conference on transhumanism‘s image of humankind – https://goetheanum.co/

en/news/tagung-zum-menschenbild-des-transhumanismus

questions before political and social realities are created that 
confront us with faits accomplis. For we will live the way we 
ourselves have set things up.

Scientific analysis and artistic creation must come together in 
order to be able to solve these questions from a human per-
spective. After a diagnosis of the current cultural situation, the 
second conference on Transhumanism 2019 has now deep-
ened these questions in the individual areas of life: education, 
medicine, natural sciences/technology and art. A publication 
summarizing the contributions of both conferences is in prepa-
ration and will be published in 2020.

The rapid developments in technology require every person to 
take a concrete look at the changed living conditions in every-
day life. Withdrawal or ignorance does not lead any further: “It 
would be very wrong to say that we have to resist what technolo-
gy has brought us in modern life, that we have to keep away from 
Ahriman, that we have to withdraw from this modern life. That 
would mean spiritual cowardice in a certain sense. The true rem-
edy is not to allow the forces within the modern soul to weaken 
and withdraw from modern life, but to make the forces of the soul 
strong so that modern life can be endured, ... that is why spiritual 
science has this peculiar character that it ... demands intense ef-
fort from the human soul.” (Rudolf Steiner, GA 275, 28 December 
1914, p. 24f.)

As a direction of work, a research colloquium has been formed, 
in which professors from various universities participate, in or-
der to continue working on the questions and possible solu-
tions from an anthroposophical perspective. The aim is to com-
bine what Rudolf Steiner said about technology 100 years ago 
with current questions about transhumanism. 

In addition, a youth conference in collaboration with the branch 
in Bayreuth and the University of Bayreuth on transhumanism 
and Rudolf Steiner's ’Philosophy of Spiritual Activity’ took place 
at the University of Bayreuth from 5-6 February 2020.

Basic work and research
The questions about transhumanism have arisen from our 
research project on ‘Humanization of Mankind through Liter-
ature’, which has been underway for four years. For if the qual-
ities and the significance that literature has for humankind are 
to be brought about, we cannot ignore the fact that humanity 
is to be replaced and in some cases made superfluous by re-
search costing billions in many fields. On the foil of transhu-
manism, it has become particularly clear that literature and 
language are not something just for leisure and the sofa, but 
rather reveal in a special way the basis of our human existence 
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and responsibility for the world. This artifi-
cial film of Transhumanism has shown that 
literature and language are not just some-
thing to occupy the free time of an armchair 
philosopher but in a quite special way show 
us the basis of our existence in our humanity 
and responsibility for the world around us.

The fact that language is closely related to 
the cosmos was still taken for granted in 
ancient cultures. Words did not designate 
things, but constellations of stars. In speak-
ing, people placed themselves in a soul com-
munity at one with the cosmos. They knew 
that the person who is born passes through 
fixed star constellations and the planetary 
heavens, that they memorize them as a kind 
of world alphabet and that in speaking the 
alphabet the whole person appears. As we speak, we ‘speak’ 
the human being as a cosmic human being. In speaking the uni-
verse appears. In this sense, speech creates spiritual presence. 
We no longer have this kind of consciousness, since language 
and word today are mostly reduced to their informative con-
tent. Yet, there are still spaces in which the starry perspective 
is preserved to the present day - and that is in literature. In it, 
it becomes visible how it affects our physiology via breath and 
blood circulation. We are formed by it in body, soul and spirit.

Literature encourages us to place ourselves in a resonant cir-
cle and breathing space with the small and large rhythms of 
sound, the word, the sentence and the large chapters of a novel 
on the one hand, and the figurative on the other, which makes 
the “inner aspect of reality” (Hilde Domin) tangible. If this suc-
ceeds, we are reconnected to our spiritual origin, participate in 
the creative process and become creators ourselves. We pur-
sue this artistic movement in our research on writings from the 
12th century until today. Furthermore, the basis for this work is 
Rudolf Steiner's understanding of language.

Literature - Christian Morgenstern and Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe

“My love is great, like the wide world, and nothing is but 
this”- About the work of Christian Morgenstern

Last year, two conferences on the literary work of Christian 
Morgenstern and a comparison of the two great life's works 
of Goethe, 'Faust' and 'Wilhelm Meister', formed a central fo-
cus. In Christian Morgenstern's case, the focus was on his 
life's journey and his ambiguous relationship to language. His 
encounter with Anthroposophy and the examination of his 
language criticism of the 20th century formed a frictional and 
contradictory bond. This expresses the fundamental problem 
and struggle over whether or not 'anthroposophical' art ex-

ists. During the conference the ninth and 
last volume of the Stuttgart edition with 
Christian Morgenstern's letters from 1909 
to 1914 was presented and introduced by 
the editor Agnes Harder. A very beautiful eu-
rythmy performance with texts by Christian 
Morgenstern and musical pieces by Robert 
Schumann formed the prelude.

'Faust and Wilhelm Meister as 
two sides of one me'

The Whitsun Meeting in 2019 placed Faust 
and Wilhelm Meister as two sides of one ‘I’ 
in the centre. Goethe worked on Faust and 
Wilhelm Meister alternately throughout his 
life. In a letter to Iken dated 27 September 
1827, Goethe wrote: “Since some of our ex-

periences cannot be expressed and simply communicated, I have 
long since taken to explaining things by juxtaposing two polarities 
of form against one another, so that they can, so to speak, mirror 
each other and the secret sense of this may become apparent to the 
attentive observer”. This statement is to be understood as the 
key to Faust and Wilhelm Meister, as it calls for the drama and 
novel to be put into context and understood as mirroring each 
other. Faust and Wilhelm Meister are two polar figures whose 
secret purpose is revealed only through their being together 
and facing each other. If we expand this principle of creation, it 
becomes immediately clear that Goethe's entire creative pro-
cess is to be understood as a juxtapositioning and mirroring 
process - natural science and poetry belong together and ulti-
mately represent two streams of human history. This togeth-
erness and interplay were impressively experienced in the two 
staged readings on Faust and Wilhelm Meister. 

The Work of Rudolf Steiner - 'Anthroposophy, A 
Fragment', 'An Outline of Occult Science' and the 
lecture cycle 'The Gospel of Matthew’
One of the tasks of the Section for Literary Arts and Humani-
ties is to provide the opportunity for a deeper insight into the 
work of Rudolf Steiner. The second conference ‘Vom Sinn der 
Sinne. Rudolf Steiners Anthroposophie ein Fragment’* had the 
aim of further opening up this book, which is one of the most 
difficult and least processed works, due to the great interest 
of the participants of the 2018 conference. Rudolf Steiner de-
scribed the contemplation of the senses as the 'first chapter of 
Anthroposophy'.

Why the senses are placed at the beginning is made clear by 
looking at the cosmic evolution of humanity. Only after a long 
development in the cosmos did the human being become a citi-
zen of the earth. We have now entered into a development that 
* Anthroposophy, A Fragment.

christiane haid | jaap sijmons (hg.) 

Apokalypse im Ich
Anthroposophische Perspektiven auf die  
Apokalypse des Johannes
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will make us citizens of the spiritual world in a new way. The 
spiritual strength necessary for this must be exercised through 
the senses. They are the basis and unavoidable prerequisite of 
spiritual activity. Only through the senses can a human being 
find his home in the world and develop a free 'I'. The person 
who really experiences the senses will perceive them as a mir-
acle and understand that spiritual development is based on 
the development of the senses. Especially today, when we are 
indeed directed outwards through all our senses, we are par-
adoxically increasingly losing touch with perceptions and their 
quality – the view of the totality of the senses is of great im-
portance. This work will be continued in 2021.

Humanity and the Evolution of the World - Rudolf 
Steiner's 'An Outline of Esoteric Science'
In 'An Outline of Esoteric Science', published in 1909, the larg-
est panorama of the development of humanity and the world 
ever sketched by Rudolf Steiner can be found. As late as Janu-
ary 1925, he emphasized that the book 'contains the outlines 
of Anthroposophy as a whole'. The comprehensive chapter 'The 
Evolution of the Cosmos and Man' is almost a book in itself.

The intensive week was dedicated to this chapter. The starting 
point was the question: How can world and human evolution 
from ancient Saturn to Vulcan be grasped as objective sub-
ject-matter for spiritual research, how are the world epochs 
converged in humans, as it were? When a human being recog-
nizes him- or herself, he or she finds the world. Not only the 
world as it exists outside of us, but also the world that has gone 
before.

Methodologically, the most important themes of the chapter 
were developed: The origin of the elements, their rhythms in 
connection with the cosmos, the essence of time, the hierar-
chies of creation and their co-creation of man, the development 
of consciousness in the hierarchies and in emerging humanity. 
These central themes were explored in lectures, conversations, 
sculptural work, picture contemplation, artistic exercises, eu-
rythmy and by working on texts. Due to the keen interest of the 
participants, a further intensive week on ‘Occult Science’ will 
take place in summer 2020.

The Gospel of Matthew
Rudolf Steiner's lecture series on the ‘Gospel of Matthew’ took 
place in Bern in September 1910. Human beings appear here 
through the perspective of the Christ-Light in a special situa-
tion of development: From above, the Spirit-Self touches the 
human 'I' - the spiritual movement in which the divine spirit and 
the spirit of the angelic beings become personal and human. 
Conversely, the human 'I', as it were from below, can form a 
basis of life that renews itself in soul and body, and interper-
sonally out of the spirit. The Spirit-Self connection to the 'I' 

presupposes a certain physical foundation. The physical and 
etheric organism must be able to receive a spiritual sensation 
that can grasp itself spiritually: an astral organization that is 
Spirit-Self enabled.

Such a physical-etheric body foundation of the 'I' is described 
in the Gospel of Matthew for the bodily form of Jesus, while the 
Gospel of Luke emphasizes the sentient soul, which can later 
grasp itself as a Spirit-Self. From the perspective of the Gospel 
of Matthew, there are starting points for a new understanding 
of the physical and etheric body in health and illness. The Gos-
pel of Matthew offers help in understanding how Christ opens 
up a space of spiritual perception for the 'I' through inspiration 
and self-development, which revitalizes the life forces and the 
organism. The contributions to our study conference made it 
clear how the 'I' can experience itself in its development in this 
sense as being borne by Christ.

An impressive eurythmy performance by ‘Eurythmeum CH’ 
with the participation of the students of the Eurythmeum 
brought central passages of the Gospel to the stage. The work 
will continue in 2020 with the two cycles on the Gospel of Mark. 
The following publication resulted from the conferences on 
Gospel research in 2019:

Publication: Christiane Haid / Jaap Sijmons: ‘The Apocalypse 
of the ‘I’. Anthroposophical Perspectives on the Apocalypse of 
John’, Verlag am Goetheanum, Dornach 2019.

Life of the Section Worldwide
For about 20 years now, there have been initiatives for the 
work of the Section in various countries, based on the skills and 
wishes of the local groups. Groups have existed in the USA and 
England since the end of the 1990s, and in recent years groups 
in the Netherlands, Australia, Canada, Finland and Belgium with 
different thematic orientations have been added. Preparations 
for further groups are underway in Italy and Israel. In Decem-
ber 2019, the first yearbook of the Belgian Section for Literary 
Arts and Humanity was published in Antwerp. The book launch 
was a lovely event with readings and various contributions on 
poetry.

Staff members of the Section are Christiane Haid with 80%, Ari-
ane Eichenberg with 20% of the research budget, Monika Clement 
for website and social media with 20% and Isabelle Böhmler as 
assistant with 40%. The Publishing House at the Goetheanum 
is another field of work in which Christiane Haid is Programme 
Director. In addition, she has been working as an editor for the 
weekly magazine ‘Das Goetheanum’ since mid-2019.

For more reports, press releases, interviews and articles, see: 
https://ssw.goetheanum.org/

Christiane Haid
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Becoming Human in the Social

Pedagogical Section

A year of celebrations
When the Waldorf School opened in Stuttgart in 1919, few peo-
ple had any idea what this founding deed would trigger.

100 years later, a movement is alive and well, and is active 
worldwide. While Stuttgart's Uhlandshöhe is celebrating its 
100th centenary, a kindergarten is opening its doors in Buenos 
Aires and in Vietnam people are meeting who want to found 
a new school. Within a century, an organism has developed in 
which germ, bud, flower and fruit are present simultaneously. 
A living organism. The aim of last year's celebrations and con-
ferences was to address this organism of the Steiner/Waldorf 
movement in its entirety and make it visible. Thus, in addition 
to the centenary celebratory events, conferences of the kinder-
garten movement (Dornach), class teacher training (Bangkok) 
and high school work (Buenos Aires) were held. The Pedagog-
ical Section organised a summer conference in Dornach on the 
themes of the First Teachers' Courses, with 350 participants 
from many countries, the connection between the lectures 
from the The 'Foundations of Human Experience' (CW 293+CW 
66), 'Practical Course for Teachers' (Bn294) and the 'Discussions 
with Teachers' (CW 295) was worked on. 

Now, in the experience and reverberation of the festivals, it is 
time to take stock of the current world situation.

The '100 years celebration' gave the movement joyful and con-
templative moments. Indeed it is irrevocable: the movement 
has a history and this history is omnipresent. Even those who 
do not pay attention to the past are not freed from it. It works 
and draws attention to the beautiful, successful, unprocessed 
and neglected. And the story continues. We continue writing 
without interruption. Every moment is the beginning of a new 
story.

The festival of new beginnings begins here, in ‘becoming human’. 
‘Becoming human’ is a unique process. To do justice to one's 
uniqueness means to begin anew again and again, to create a 
space for the new. This is how the masters of 'new beginnings' 
are formed. Yet it is precisely the beginning of life that is so con-
troversial today. The physical body, the basis of earthly exist-
ence, is an increasingly contentious place. Over and above the 
decrease in infant mortality, there is an increase in abortions, 
Caesarean section births and legally mandated vaccinations. 
Family structures are changing in all cultures, demanding new 
forms of childcare. School programmes start earlier and earlier, 
endangering childhood. “Grades have now been introduced in kin-
dergarten” a Swiss newspaper recently wrote. Incarnation is no 

longer just an individual process; it has a social dimension. The 
becoming of the individual human is confronted with a surge of 
egalitarian regulations. Technology has long since found its way 
into the human body and urges the question: What is the human 
being?

It is worth paying attention to the fact that impediments are 
being experienced especially in the development of the trinity of 
the Spirit-Soul-Body. Today, it is primarily about the body, which 
may even be ensouled but thought to be without spirit. From 
the point of view of artificial intelligence, what remains of the 
body is just the brain.

The Steiner/Waldorf movement maintains the image of the hu-
man being as an upright earthly-cosmic being. Its pedagogical 
impulse presupposes the whole person and welcomes him or 
her with their individual potential. It wishes to continually seek 
to reinvent itself in the children currently in attendance. Every 
child chooses a place to begin its life path. Whether in a favela 
(slum) in Brazil, a mountain village in the Alps or in Tokyo City, 
the culture and geographical conditions always have a bear-
ing on the shaping of the incarnation process. The movement 
has changed over the 100 years and has learned to listen more 
closely to the voice of the spirit of the times.

The development of the potential of the specific societal con-
text is aimed at. The Steiner/Waldorf movement seeks to cre-
ate optimal relationships to this. Every individualizing process 
requires a counterpart. Self-discovery takes place together 
with other people. The development of social skills is indispen-
sable for the development of an independent person. Working 
together is a major sphere for learning. People improve them-
selves through other people.

In recent decades, shortcomings in interpersonal relationships 
have increasingly been addressed by legal prescriptions. The 
fear of making mistakes legitimises inspections, and account-
ability is demanded everywhere. New regulatory frameworks 
limit freedom of action. Freedom in education is, however, a 
central concern for the Steiner/Waldorf movement. It allows 
room for independence from ill-suited interests. Whereas 
schools once shaped people according to their individual goals, 
today people should leave school with a feeling of gratitude for 
everything that has been developed in them for creating the 
'new'.

What people set in motion needs new impulses again and again. 
Rudolf Steiner's work continues to be a great source of inspi-
ration. Even after 100 years of study, not all its treasures have 
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been uncovered. Here is an example from ‘The Genius of Lan-
guage’*:

“My striving was to develop important guidelines using characteris-
tic concrete examples.” The methodical path of working out core 
lines of thought and imagination in such a way that perceptions 
of the essential emerge, is a pedagogical help in not falling into 
the plethora of aspects, but in working out characteristic con-
crete examples from them. And “If you do this, you will not easily 
run the risk almost all teaching does of not getting finished with the 
load of subject matter. It is only when subject matter is shredded into 
atoms and systematized that you don’t get finished with it, because it 
is so tempting to take up the single, atomized parts that are unchar-
acteristic and pile them up, trying to show what is characteristic. If 
you make the effort, however, to choose characteristic examples and 
develop what is spiritual through your examples, you will achieve a 
certain necessary economy in your teaching.”

The task of a teacher is clearly described. In the age of artificial 
intelligence, in which the abundance of learning content is over-
whelming, these words point to the human dimension of the 
subject matter.

The centenary year 2019 was also a year of the awakening to 
the climate issue. An educational movement has to find a rela-
tionship to this. Much has been said about the earth and the way 
it should be dealt with. At the same time, climate has another 
side, and that is the social one. What kind of climate prevails be-

*  ‘The Genius of Language’, 6 lectures, Stuttgart, December 26, 1919 - January 3, 
1920 (CW 299) www.rsarchive.org/Download/Genius_of_Language-Rudolf_Stein-
er-299.pdf , www.amazon.com/Genius-Language-Foundations-Waldorf-Education/
dp/0880103868

tween people? Unquestionably, climatic conditions will change 
the climate between people. A reverse influence is also visible. 
Existing social conditions prevent measures being taken with 
regard to the climate crisis. They are characterised by patterns 
of thought that favour self-interest and prevent constructive 
solutions. There are reasons for this. They can be illustrated by 
the development of the child into an adult. The newborn human 
being is dependent on his or her environment. In the first years 
of life, a striving for independence takes place, which reaches a 
climax in puberty. For the building of identity, it is important to 
experience the individuality, and not to remain standing still. The 
self-determined integration in the social environment is the nec-
essary next step. A healthy relationship to nature, to fellow hu-
man beings and something bigger than myself plays a decisive 
role here. The experience of interdependence is a new quality, 
which requires that the stage of independence has been expe-
rienced. With this ability for interdependence, a healthy social 
climate can be created, and that is, we can always form a new 
'we'. This is especially true for the collegium of teachers and is 
also a central element of the first teacher training course.

100 years of practice and a lot of experience has been gained. 
However, education always has to do with beginnings. We are 
beginners again and again, often not aware of it, we dare begin 
again in awe and wonder.

Claus-Peter Röh and Florian Osswald

Literature: ‘The Genius of Language’, 6 lectures, Stuttgart, De-
cember 26, 1919 - January 3, 1920 (CW 299) www.rsarchive.org/
Download/Genius_of_Language-Rudolf_Steiner-299.pdf
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Social Sciences Section

From Our Work in 2019
More and more the social aspect is becoming the focal point 
for people' s questions and issues. For what used to be ordered 
from the outside must now be shaped by people themselves. 
However, the skills to do so are not yet sufficiently developed. 
Thus, we live in a time of crises. People's relationship to the 
earth, the climate and the spiritual is as deeply disturbed as 
the relationship between people, states and companies.

This is where the Social Science Section comes in. It sees it’s 
task in forming, developing and practicing these new abilities, 
through which every human being today can become a con-
scious co-creator of the social - on a small and large scale.

In the past year, we concentrated particularly on the following 
tasks:
• Establishment, promotion and development of the world-

wide network of people connected to the anthroposophical 
social impulse and the work of the Section:

• 100 Years of Threefolding: Organization and implementa-
tion of numerous events on the occasion of the centenary of 
the Threefold Movement - including 'Im Puls für die Zukunft' 
(The 'Im'pulse for the Future) in Stuttgart with about 650 
participants

• 100 years of Waldorf Education: Numerous lectures, semi-
nars and contributions at public ceremonies about the social 
impulse behind and in Waldorf Education

• Research work on the investigation into and further devel-
opment of the concept of ownership

• Drafting of a law and enforcement of new forms of owner-
ship for companies

• Discussions on legislative reform with members of govern-
ment and parliament (Germany)

• Further development of the World Goetheanum Association 
and implementation of the second World Goetheanum Fo-
rum (together with the initiative group and Georg Soldner as 
project leader)

• Establishment of a working group to work through the 
questions concerning the constitution of the Anthropos-
ophical Society (before 2023) that have not yet been offi-
cially clarified

• Co-preparation of the congress 'Social Future' of the An-
throposophical Society together with associations, move-
ments and civil society in the Jahrhunderthalle Bochum 
2020

• 'Economy of Fraternity - Money in the Light of Freedom and 
Karma' („Ökonomie der Brüderlichkeit – Geld im Lichte von 
Freiheit und Karma“): Conference on new approaches for 

economy together with numerous partners from Switzer-
land

• 'Soul of Europe - Meeting the challenges of Europe: balanc-
ing diversity, solidarity and unity', Brussels (BE)

• Extensive lecture tours with events in Belgium, Brazil, Ger-
many, Austria, Switzerland, Finland, Norway, Sweden and 
Hungary

• Meeting with the Section members of the Nordic countries 
in Oslo

• Initiation of regular meetings to work on threefold structur-
ing in Central-Eastern and Eastern Europe (together with 
the German Anthroposophical Society)

• Interdisciplinary cooperation with the Agricultural Section 
and the Pedagogical Section through contributions to the 
Agriculture and World Teachers' Conferences

• Social Initiative Forum: Conferences in Brazil, Dornach and 
SEKEM - most recently on the topic: ‘Unfolding Individual 
Potential for the Future’ (Chair: Joan Sleigh)

• Responsible participation in shaping communication at the 
Goetheanum

• Collaboration in the 'Campus' project for a more visi-
tor-friendly development of the Goetheanum building and 
grounds

• Lectures and work with Waldorf upper schools on penetrat-
ing the times and world situation as well as the threefold 
structure of the social organism

• Lectures and seminars for students of social sciences and 
organization

• Essays, journal publications and interviews on social issues.

Fear currently dominates our public culture and oppresses 
people. Fear of infection and viruses, fear of climate change 
and species loss, fear of terror, war and civil war, fear of flight 
and immigration, fear of the brutalisation of political culture 
and the decline of democracy, fear of decline and poverty - fear 
of the future. The Social Science Section wants to counteract 
fear of the future with a vision of the future, a sense of power-
lessness with strength. We work in a growing worldwide Sec-
tion network on positive, encouraging, strengthening images 
of our common future.

The Social Science Section has reached many significant mile-
stones: 100 years of the Waldorf School and 100 years of the 
threefold impulse, an occasion to speak publicly about the 
necessity and the steps towards a cultural, political and eco-
nomic restructuring. Events in many places and countries, in 
branch rooms and schools, in squares, halls and concert halls 
were in keeping with the spirit and language of our time. The 
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object of public discourse is about finding ways of experienc-
ing the deeper developmental forces of social life and of us-
ing these forces to shape a modern, humane society in social 
interaction. Our endeavours are also about freeing the Move-
ment of Threefolding from doubt, from oblivion and from fro-
zen, past-related conceptions of it.

The prerequisites for these were laid down, among other 
things, by the research and networking activities, events and 
colloquia of previous years. This was particularly evident dur-
ing our major conference in Stuttgart. At this historic site of 
the Threefold Movement, we presented a market of possibili-
ties of almost 100 different, concrete initiatives at the heart of 
our public conference. Developed on the basis of the anthropo-
sophical social impulse, they conveyed highly topical and prac-
tical ways towards a free, just and fraternal society. “The fear 
of a future that we are afraid of can only be overcome by images 
of a future we want.” From this attitude (as described by W. E. 
Barkhoff) and in the coming years, the Section will continue to 
formulate contributions to the overcoming of fear and towards 
the future of humanity, society and the earth.

Initiative to introduce „Verantwortungseigentum” 
(responsible ownership)
The Social Science Section also dealt with a critical revision and 
renewal of the concept of ownership. A fraternal, sustainable 
economy oriented towards ‘the common good’ needs new and 

appropriate forms of ownership. This is especially true for the 
ownership of enterprises. Who owns an enterprise? Society? 
The employees? The investors? The shareholders? The com-
pany itself? Finding new and appropriate forms here is a deci-
sive prerequisite for the success of a new economy that seeks 
to reconcile entrepreneurial freedom with a focus on ‘the com-
mon good' and brotherhood.

This is why we have developed a draft that enables a new legal 
form for companies. We have coined the name ‘Verantwor-
tungseigentum’ (responsible ownership) for it. Companies in 
this legal structure are in the hands of the people involved and 
competent to do so. They can no longer be bought and sold 
like a commodity - or dominated and controlled from outside. 
The newly established 'Stiftung Verantwortungseigentum' (a 
German foundation) is committed to this new legal form. It is 
holding talks with economists and lawyers, the Federal Gov-
ernment and the parliamentary groups (Germany) on the fur-
ther development of existing laws.

What was only thought about in the past is often realised to-
day. The threefold movement is alive! Perhaps we don't always 
notice it. It currently lives, for example, in worldwide civil soci-
ety and in the minds, hearts and hands of many young people 
who are less interested in pure learning, but rather in how such 
ideals become reality. This is where ideas come to life – in do-
ing things together!

Gerald Häfner

From left to right: Katharina Hofmann (Office Manager GWA), Georg Soldner (Head of the Initiative Circle World  

Goetheanum Association), Juan Bottero (Co-worker SWS), Gerald Häfner (Head of the Social Sciences Section)
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About the target projects of the Goetheanum 2017 – 2019

From the Goetheanum World Conference to a 
Process of Transformation
At the international Goetheanum World Conference in the au-
tumn of 2016, from among the 800 participants, it became 
clear that the physical and institutional Goetheanum in Dor-
nach no longer has and can no longer have the role it had in 
the pioneering days of the Anthroposophical Society and the 
School of Spiritual Science. This is partly because research, 
representation and practice of Anthroposophy is being lived in 
many thousands of places in the world, often with an inner and 
human connection to the Goetheanum in Dornach, but in fact 
independent of it. On the other hand, because many elements 
of Anthroposophy have reached the world and are intertwined 
with the civil and cultural processes in general.

Based on the outcome of the conference, the Goetheanum 
Leadership had formulated three goals for itself and the insti-
tutional Goetheanum in Dornach. In order to put these goals 
into practice, they were divided into ten projects. We assigned 
a term of three years to these projects and so it was appropri-
ate to conclude them. From September to December 2019, all 
project groups gave a final oral report and the outcomes of the 
project were incorporated into the overall organization of the 
Goetheanum.

What did these projects achieve? There are actual results, such 
as the new ‘Pink Booklet’ for new members and those inter-
ested in the Anthroposophical Society - or the Goetheanum 
Leadership Course. There are structural outcomes, such as the 
establishment of the World Goetheanum Association, or the 
Campus Group. There are changes in the sense of new addi-
tions, for example, the current concept of higher education at 
the Goetheanum no longer includes the First Class exclusively, 
but especially also the Sections.

On the whole, it can be said that a process of transformation 
and development has been and is working, so that metaphor-
ically speaking, the Goetheanum is less on the hill and more in 
the world, that there is continuous collaboration in the Goet-
heanum Leadership beyond the boundaries of the Executive 
Council and the Sections, and that the first steps have been 
taken to give the Goetheanum's financial foundation broader 
support.

Below is the original formulation of the three objectives. This is 
followed by short reports or comments on the individual pro-
jects. 

Ueli Hurter 

Goals of the Goetheanum Leadership
1. The Goetheanum as the School of Spiritual Science should 

incorporate both consciousness and life polarities. This 
means, among other things, that the so-called spheres of 
life are to be considered as areas for the sections in which 
practical research takes place. The life of the Anthropo-
sophical Society is to be spiritually stimulated from both 
poles. The Society thus acquires a kind of membrane-like 
function, through which the universal human being can de-
velop and deepen. The Anthroposophical Society can thus 
be seen and experienced more and more as a representa-
tive of the civil society.

2. The working methods of the Goetheanum Leadership 
should become more firmly connected to the Leadership 
of the School and the Sections. This means that we should 
make agreements on the tasks and evaluation of the work. 
This can then lead to a deeper cooperation and the School 
of Spiritual Science can become effective in its spiritual con-
text.

3. The financial situation of the Goetheanum as a School of 
Spiritual Science is an expression of the life and the neces-
sary death processes connected to this. The finances are to 
be worked through in such a way that a healthy sustaina-
bility is created. Especially with regard to the stage, build-
ing and art collection, the finances should be looked at and 
worked through.

Dornach, 12 January 2017 –  
Matthias Girke, Christiane Haid, Ueli Hurter, Paul Mackay
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Individual Projects and Their Results -  
Status as at 31 December 2019

1.1 New spheres of discussion between the First 
Class and the Sections
A look at the School of Spiritual Science shows, in addition to 
the First Class and its approximately 19,000 members, a pow-
erful growth in the areas of work of the Sections since the 
middle of the last century. An extraordinarily large number of 
people work on them worldwide, who out of Anthroposophy 
carry their entrepreneurship, their life and their work impulses 
into the cultures of the world. One sentence of Rudolf Steiner’s 
from the period when the General Anthroposophical Society 
was being constituted seems to have imprinted itself on the 
events of our time since the middle of the last century: “Life 
is wholly esoteric ... that one can confront life and its depths in the 
most energetic manner just at this time.” (GA 260a, p. 125). 

The target group 1.1 of the Goetheanum Leadership started 
three years ago and asked the question of the cohesion of the 
two streams: Is it possible to deepen the work of both the First 
Class and the practice-oriented Section fields of the School of 
Spiritual Science by creating new, extended meeting spaces? 
As a first step, discussion groups on the work and form of the 
Free Class Lessons were increasingly established at colloquia 
and Section meetings. It became clear how many participants 
today experience existentially the harmony of deepened and 
meditative inner work and their external professional tasks.

Due to the fact of the open publication of the texts and man-
tras of the First Class of the School of Spiritual Science (GA 
270), a further task of this target or mandate group has aris-
en: In cooperation with Section groups and national societies, 
invitations have been extended, for example, to independent 
groups who work with the contents of the nineteen class les-
sons. In the Goetheanum in May 2019 and in other places, the 
first conversations of mutual exchange thus came about. It 
was remarkable that there was agreement that the deepen-
ing of spiritual content requires clarified, fundamental forms 
of work. At the coming Easter conference during Holy Week, 
which has had to be postponed and will now take place in the 
first week in November 2020, work will be done on the current 
challenges and forms of work of the School of Spiritual Science 
as a spiritual earthly institution: ‘ Work on the 19 Class Lessons 
as the embodiment of the School of Spiritual Science’. 

Claus-Peter Röh

1.2 Practical research
There was no formal project work on the topic of practical re-
search. The approaches were very different, partly because 
the term ‘research' has many dimensions. In an informal 
sense, however, the topic is constantly present in the Goet-
heanum Leadership.

Following are some aspects of it: An attitude of research is di-
rectly linked to the development of a personal relationship to 
Anthroposophy. Depending on the situation, this exploratory 
attitude can become research in practice. For practice in a field 
of work in today's civilisation offers options for interpretation 
and solutions which do not take into account the spiritual side 
or the essence of the world. Anthroposophy offers this hori-
zon, but as a rule not for the specific situations as on a farm, 
in the classroom or at the sickbed. I have to research how the 
‘spirit intention’ ' which inspires me as an anthroposophist 
can be realized in specific situations. This has to be done in 
the context of the factual knowledge on which our civilisation 
is based, and is reflected, for example, in the legislation that 
applies to me and my business. This wrestling research in its 
various forms can be the source of a real existent and effective 
Anthroposophy.

This struggle also leads again and again to innovation. The 
sections are places where such research is reported, for exam-
ple at the annual conferences or specialized meetings of the 
Sections. This practical research is thus objectively and me-
thodically constitutive for the School of Spiritual Science at the 
Goetheanum. In the Goetheanum Leadership we are becoming 
increasingly aware of this connection and it is having an effect 
on the understanding and forming of the School of Spiritual 
Science at the Goetheanum.

Ueli Hurter

1.3 New intersectional training opportunities at 
the Goetheanum
A group of representatives from the various sections has de-
veloped new further training courses in the last two years. In 
order to orientate themselves more strongly to the concrete 
needs of the anthroposophical oriented spheres of life, about 
40 people from the fields of education, medicine, agriculture 
and social sciences were invited for a working day, with the 
following result: the most urgent needs are further training for 
trainers, counsellors and leadership skills for young leaders!
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Two first projects have emerged from this outcome:

Goetheanum Leadership Course
The programme is designed for leaders who want to step out 
of their organizational realities and develop a leadership prac-
tice that is consistent with a vision and picture of a future we 
aspire to. Such leadership is based on a holistic understanding 
of people and their potential. This two-module programme 
'Entrepreneurial Leadership in a Complex World' is aimed at 
leaders in organizations in various industries (medical, so-
cial therapy, retail, manufacturing, banking, etc.) who wish 
to deepen their leadership skills and abilities with a vision of 
greater social well-being. The programme, which is based on 
Anthroposophy as a source of self-knowledge and self-leader-
ship, as well as on various current leadership concepts (espe-
cially the U-theory of Claus Otto Scharmer and Katrin Käufer), 
examines three levels of leadership:
• Micro-level: How do I cultivate self-leadership, develop my 

individual leadership vision and deepen my personal skills?
• Meso-level: How do I lead teams and organizations in such 

a way that all participants can act out of their potential?
• Macro level: How do I identify and realize the future poten-

tial of society and lead accordingly?

Leadership requires a high degree of self-knowledge. There-
fore the programme offers participants different ways of 
practising self-reflection, meditation and mindfulness, as well 
as steps in the different languages of art.

The first course started with 12 participants in the autumn 
2019. It was moderated and led by Katrin Käufer, Professor at 
MIT, Jean-Michel Florin, Head of the Section for Agriculture and 
Paul Mackay, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Weleda AG. 
Katrin Käufer ’s rich experience was very valuable in shaping the 
course. A second module will follow in the spring of 2020. In 
between, each participant will work on his or her own project 
with accompanying coaching from one of the three lecturers.

Goetheanum Adult Education Programme (GAEP): 
Teaching Anthroposophy Today
This professional training, which is the result of collaboration 
between different sections, is aimed especially at trainers, 
teachers and consultants in anthroposophical contexts and 
is offered in two modules. The first module (on development 
and karma) will take place in May 2020 at the Goetheanum. 
The aim of the joint work is to use the professional experience 
gained to find ways of communicating and opening up the 
themes dealt with in Anthroposophy.

This new course of study would like to offer the possibility of 
professional development and the exchange of personal expe-
riences in the field of adult education. The aim is also to create 
a network for promoting the further development of the study 
of Anthroposophy and anthroposophical initiatives.

Jean-Michel Florin 

2.1 Profile and Commitment to Collaboration
The aim was to develop a committed work and communication 
culture at the School of Spiritual Science. Christiane Haid, Stefan 
Hasler and Florian Osswald as the delegation from the Goet-
heanum Leadership took responsibility for the process of task 
clarification and evaluation.

Objective 2.1 dealt with the respective task profiles of the 
Goetheanum Leadership, the Executive Council and the Sec-
tions, the collaboration of colleagues, their activities in con-
nection with the Anthroposophical Society, the inner workings 
of their Sections' fields, and collaboration and contact with 
public institutions and the wider public.

As an initial step, the evaluation of the tasks of the individual 
Section Leaders or Executive Council members was the main 
focus. This included a reflection on the activity in their working 
environment, as well as collegial collaboration and mutual sup-
port and demand in accomplishing the task. This also involved 
the forming of judgements with regard to the fulfilment of the 
tasks and where appropriate the necessary decisions. In addi-
tion, the interplay between the deepening of specialized fields 
and general human questions in the work of the Sections, in 
the sense of a breathing process between the activities of the 
Society and the School of Spiritual Science, was examined.

The evaluation and the subsequent discussions showed the 
necessity for ongoing questioning, commitment and coopera-
tion. The further work of 2.1 will be continued under the mot-
to: ‘What is not spoken through hinders future conversation’. 
A major focus was also the collaboration with the staff at the 
Goetheanum. Based on these first evaluations, some ground-
breaking insights have been gained.

Florian Osswald
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2.2 Making the General Anthroposophical Society 
more accessible
The main task of this group was to create a new first infor-
mation booklet for interested people and new members: the 
former 'rose booklet'. The brochure was designed by Christiane 
Haid and Matthias Girke and has been on display at the Goet-
heanum since autumn 2019. Copies can be ordered from the 
Members' Secretariat if required. National Societies can use 
this template for a translation if necessary.

Justus Wittich 

2.3 Goetheanum should become more visible - 
Communication
This project group invited observers from outside the Goet-
heanum to investigate how ‘entrenched’ images of the Goet-
heanum can be changed or how new developments can be-
come visible. This gave rise to various suggestions.

The main project was the conception, planning and prepara-
tion of a prototype for a newsletter in four languages, 'Anthro-
posophy Worldwide - What is going on in the Anthroposoph-
ical Society', which is sent by email once a month. In German, 
English, French and Spanish, about 30,000 to over 40,000 
members can be reached.

Justus Wittich 

3.1 ‘World Goetheanum Association' Project (WGA)
Work on the World Goetheanum Association (WGA) project 
began in June 2017, and a first meeting with interested part-
ners (those responsible from companies, institutions, initi-
atives and freelancers) took place at the Goetheanum on 28 
September 2017 and led to the founding of an initiative circle. 
The project development was supported by foundations and 
after it was established also contributions from partners.

On 17-18 May 2018, a first Partner meeting took place in the 
carpentry workshop at the Goetheanum to formulate and sign 
the Charter of the World Goetheanum Association*. At the be-
ginning of March 2020, 151 partners signed this charter.

At Michaelmas 2018, after another Partners' meeting, a first 
World Goetheanum Forum was held with about 180 partici-
pants from all over the world. In the future this Forum is to 
take place annually, with international participation and in-
volvement of the younger generation. It offers the opportu-
nity for mutual acquaintance and dialogue between anthro-
posophically inspired companies, institutions and initiatives, 
for information and discussion on important, common current 

*  https://worldgoetheanum.org/en/charter 

issues with prominent guests, such as Jos de Blok 2019 on the 
theme of horizontal leadership. More than 200 participants 
came to the Goetheanum for this second forum.

In 2018, the administrative office of the World Goetheanum 
Association was founded and managed by Katharina Hofmann. 
Since February 2020 Andrea Valdinocci has been Executive Di-
rector of the World Goetheanum Association and its further 
development. The Partners' Meeting 2019 elected a Board of 
Trustees, which is responsible for the finances of the World 
Goetheanum Association, among other things. Members of 
the Board of Trustees are: Helmy Abouleish, SEKEM, Egypt; 
Fabio Brescacin, Eco Naturasi, Italy; Petra Derkzen, Demeter In-
ternational, Netherlands; Ueli Hurter, Section for Agriculture at 
the Goetheanum, Switzerland; Florian Kollewijn, Chancen AG, 
Germany; Melanie Reveriego, Parzival Center, Germany and 
Joan Sleigh, Executive Council of the General Anthroposophical 
Society. In 2019, the World Goetheanum Association was able 
to support projects with a total of 291,375 CHF and cover all 
its own organizational expenses from partner and foundation 
contributions. Total income of 448,976 CHF was offset by ex-
penses of 424,965 CHF. Support for projects of the Sections 
of the School of Spiritual Science at the Goetheanum plays an 
important role in the WGA, but other projects have been and 
will be supported in accordance with the Charter. 

The initiative circle of the WGA currently includes Michael Bren-
ner, Matthias Forster, Gerald Häfner, Katharina Hofmann, Georg 
Soldner, Verena Wahl and Justus Wittich. The goals for the fur-
ther development of the WGA in the next three years are:
• The promotion of regional networking among the partners
• The support of theme- and subject-related exchange be-

tween the partners
• The international growth of the Association
• The further development of the Forum
• The transparent financial support of projects in accordance 

with the Charter.

In summary, all milestones of this project were achieved ac-
cording to the plans of 2017, the founding phase was complet-
ed and a first differentiation phase in the development of the 
Association was initiated. The project status is now complete. 
With the Association, which feels connected to the Goethea-
num and at the same time represents an independent associ-
ation of partners, a worldwide association of anthroposophi-
cally/spiritually inspired companies, institutions and initiatives 
has come into being.

For the initiative circle: Georg Soldner
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3.2 Stabilization and increase of membership fees
This project initiative was very quickly handed over to the 
circle of international treasurers, who met in 2018 and 2019 
in Rudolf Steiner House in London and drew up a ‘guideline' 
for contributions to the Anthroposophical Society, which was 
adopted in April 2019 by the councils of the national societies.

3.3 Campus Project
The working group currently consists of Stefan Hasler (Leader), 
Susanne Böttge, Oliver Conradt, Francois Croissant, Jean-Michel 
Florin, Rebekka Frischknecht, Esther Gerster, Gerald Häfner, Mar-
ianne Schubert (until the end of 2019), Barbara Schnetzler (since 
the beginning of 2020), Benno Otter, Dino Wendtland.

The CAMPUS project was launched at the beginning of 2017 
with the following objectives: To develop the Goetheanum and 
the buildings and park grounds surrounding it, as well as the 
architecture of the buildings and their history, functions, vis-
tas and pathways, in such a way that its character as a School 
of Spiritual Science with its various Sections and associated 
fields of life, as a conference centre and festival venue, as a 
place of spiritual research and work, as a monument of archi-
tecture and culture, and as a centre of the worldwide anthro-
posophical movement can be experienced in a public, inviting 
and inspiring way.

Guests and visitors who come to the Goetheanum should be 
greeted and made to feel welcome, and they should be able 
to experience and understand the special significance, history, 
task and spirituality of this place. The Goetheanum, the land-
scape park and the surrounding buildings are developed, pre-
sented and explained as part of this whole. They will be pre-
sented to the public more strongly as a cultural heritage. At the 
same time, essential aspects for future development steps in 
construction and grounds, from the use of space and buildings, 
the presentation of the art collection, the care of guests to 
the design of a system for guiding visitors in the building and 
grounds (as well as on the internet) will be worked out.

The project group brings together those responsible for man-
agement, reception, visitor services, building administration, 
landscaping, grounds, art collection, documentation and fi-
nances, and the Goetheanum Leadership, those responsible 
for the Sections of Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Social Scienc-
es and Agriculture. In this way, all aspects relevant to the de-
sign of the building, ensemble and grounds are directly repre-
sented in the discussion. In this way, meaningful and effective 
decisions can be made competently and efficiently across 
the various sections and areas of responsibility. This form of 
cross-sectoral horizontal cooperation has proved extremely 
successful and can serve as an example for collaboration in 
other areas as well.

After a somewhat bumpy beginning, the group finally got off 
to a very good start and was quickly able to implement a num-
ber of sensible and far-reaching changes. These are aimed in 
particular at making more sensible use of the existing rooms 
where possible and at showing Rudolf Steiner's sculptural and 
architectural work in a more appropriate and coherent way. We 
see the principle of metamorphosis as the overriding focus.

Results: The following changes are planned or already in pro-
gress:
• We have started to develop a system for guiding visitors: for 

the building, for the surroundings and the grounds. In the 
meantime, all areas of the building are marked with labels 
and pictograms and can be found. Finally, the entrances to 
the Goetheanum Park and the important places in the park 
will also be marked with an informative display of plaques 
and signs.

• A small permanent exhibition in the glass house will make 
Goethe's idea of metamorphosis and the principle of meta-
morphosis in nature tangible and understandable

• In the Great Hall, one can experience the seven steps of 
metamorphosis

• As the most important sculptural work of Rudolf Steiner, 
the group of the Representative of Humanity is to be set 
free from other objects in the line of vision and thus be bet-
ter experienced.

• The development of this enormous wooden sculpture can 
be better understood and experienced through the design 
models. For this purpose, the anteroom will be freed from 
the current workshop atmosphere and converted into a 
suitable exhibition space. All the preliminary stages of the 
sculpture are to be shown in this anteroom and thus the 
work of art can be experienced through its step-by-step 
process.

• On the staircase on a podium, the models of the outbuild-
ings are to be shown. In this way, this connection can also 
be better experienced and understood. The metamorphosis 
of the double-dome building (from the first to the second 
Goetheanum) will also be experienced and shown in the fu-
ture.

• A separate exhibition room will be created in the South 
Hall of the Schreinerei (carpentry workshop). In this room 
the 1:20 model of the First Goetheanum by Mr Feuerstack 
will be on display. It corresponds and contrasts with origi-
nal plans, drafts and models by Rudolf Steiner. These sur-
round it, as well as other explanatory panels on the history 
of its creation. At the end of these panels in the room, the 
model of the 2nd Goetheanum will be on display. In this way, 
the tremendous artistic development between these two 
buildings can be directly traced. After this new experience 
of the metamorphosis, the visitor will leave the room and 
turn towards the present building.
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• The garden has been extensively redesigned by the renewal 
of the water supply system. Two pavilions are planned in the 
garden. A pavilion with bees and a pavilion for the prepara-
tions. Both should also enable visitors to make practical ob-
servations and, if possible, have tactile experiences. 

Future plans:
Despite many successes, the campus working group has only 
been able to complete part of its tasks. Other tasks require 
more time and stamina:
• The distribution of the Sections (and functions) at the Goet-

heanum and, more importantly, in the buildings surround-
ing the Goetheanum should be reconsidered with the aim of 
developing (and presenting) the Goetheanum and the park 
as the campus of the School of Spiritual Science

• Steps towards the development of an attractive School 
campus for Anthroposophy, which includes training centres 
in Arlesheim and Aesch as well as Dornach

• Steps and measures to jointly develop this campus and in-
creasingly be able to use it in a concerted manner and com-
municate it in the relevant media

• Improving information for visitors and the quality of their 
visit to the Goetheanum

• Long-term view on the development of the Schreinerei (car-
pentry) and the garden

• Future of the house Schuurman of 1924 (renovation, ex-
penditure)

• Acquisition of additional modern seminar and event rooms
• Development of an appealing and representative place to 

present the cultural and social impulse of Anthroposophy, 
as well as our art collections

• Close collaboration with the community, associations and 
institutions, media and the public, more active presentation 
of the Goetheanum as an important place of interest

Conclusion and outlook
Very positive developments after a bumpy start. All rele-
vant employees and aspects included. Clear task definitions, 
fact-oriented, democratically made decisions. The work con-
tinues with joy.

Stefan Hasler and Gerald Häfner
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Donations 

For the General Anthroposophical Society 
Or the Goetheanum - School of Spiritual Science

From Switzerland (tax deductible)

Allgemeine Anthroposophische Gesellschaft,  
Postfach, CH–4143 Dornach

Raiffeisenbank Dornach, CH–4143 Dornach
BIC: RAIFCH22
IBAN: CH54 8080 8001 1975 4658 2

From Germany (tax deductible)

Anthroposophische Gesellschaft in Deutschland e.V.,  
Stuttgart

GLS Gemeinschaftsbank eG, 44708 Bochum
IBAN: DE13 4306 0967 0010 0845 10
BIC: GENODEM1GLS 
Reference: Goetheanum

From countries outside of Europe

Allgemeine Anthroposophische Gesellschaft
Postfach, CH–4143 Dornach

GLS Gemeinschaftsbank eG, DE-44708 Bochum
BIC: GENODEM1GLS
IBAN: DE53 4306 0967 0000 9881 00



www.goetheanum.org


